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THE SECOND 25 YEARS (¢9472)

Following the pastorate of Rev. John A. McElroy,
Rev. B. Harry Barne@9471953 was assigned to the
Springfield Community Methodist Church. Rev. Bar
was a graduate of Dickinson College, Drew Theolo
Seminary and Crozer Theological Seminary.

In 1947 under the leadershgf Rev. Barnes, Springfiel
continued to grow and the Ginch and Sunday Schoc

Rev. B. Harry Barnes I
|

crowded, a third building
project was undertaken.
A surplus army building
was purchased and
erected as a temporary
rear wing connecting the
original building through
the kitchen. This provided
a meeting room for the
Primary Department on
Sunday and for other groups during the week. This new building was dedicated on
5SOSY0SNI Mmux mopny YR gl al [O2fyay2yt e VY73

Because of the rapid growth in all phases of church life
became necessary to add a student pastoral assistant.
September of 1951,Edvard G. Hunter (1951-1952) was
appointed to assist and work with the youth. While in t
armed services he decidegbon the ministry, largely through
the impact of many servicemen who lived lives devoid
spiritual impact or morality He attained his Theology Degre
after he left Covenant.

Rev. Hunter
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A little more than 31 years after the first group of people were received in

membership, a new Sanctuary was built at the corner of Saxer and Springfield

Road and the nameCovenant Methodist Churclwvas adopted. By this time, the

Church membership had passed the 1300 mark. A considerable sum of money had

been made available tbugh the City Missionary and Church Extension Sofoety

the building of a Church, providing the name was changed to include the name
G/ 20Sylyiaés a GKS Y2ySe Niva&SAMeBdistOl Y &

Church ofPhiladelphiaandwasto be usedor the building of a new church bearing
that name.

The Ground Breaking Service was held on
Passion Sunday, March 30, 1952.

ORDER CF GROUND BREAKING

PASTOR
Rev, B. Harry Barnes

ASSISTANT FASTOR
Rev. Edward G. Hunier

REPRESENTING THE DENCMINAT ION
Reve Walter J. Leppert

REPRESENTTNG THE CHARTER MEMBERS
Mr, John W. Calder

e A——

S S REPRESENTING THE NEJ CHURCH EFFORT
GROUND-BREAKING Chairman, Building Committee - - Mr. George B. Beitzel

SERVICE Chairmen, Buildirg Fund Drives:

SPRINGFIELD First Drive - - = = = - Mr, Lawrence G, Williams
COMMUNERY. METHODIST cHll Jrct Second Drive - = = = = = = Mre. Richard D, Evans
o )/]J/JJéj!‘/{!{i:{lg;\[J{QJE\_SJJP'{\JST"O\EI’JJ)Q\J] Third Drive = = = = = = = = Mr, PBarle J. Duncan

EDWARD G. HUNTER, ASST, Chairman of the Original Planning Committee

and President, Board of Trustees - Mr, Donald C, Taber

REFRESENTING CHURCH ORGANIZATIONS

Church School Superintendent ~ - - Mr, W, Wayne Glover
Choir = = = = w = = = = = = = - . Mr., Thomas E. Kraemer
Children's Choir -~ = = = = = = = = Mrs. Maitland Roach
Wa8:sCoSe=mmm === == Mrs. Clarence B, Glover
Wesleyan Service Guild - - - - - Miss Constance Kynett
Adult Fellowship ~ - =~ = = = = = = Mr. Robert B. McKee
Youth Fellowship = = = = = = = = = = = Miss Bette Skow
Intermediate Fellowship - - - - - Miss Phyllis Schaffer
Junior Fellowship = = = - - = Mrs. Wilmer A. Hoffecker
Church MNursery = -~ - = = = = Mrs. Robert C. Mitterling
Friendship Guild - - = - = = = Mrs. William Je Roberts
Mends Supper Club - -~ - - - - = Mr, Maurice M. Haworth
Ushers'! Association - = = - - « - ¥r, Henry L. Sallada
Community Church Players - - « - - Mrs. Paul J. Miller

OTHERS WHC WISH TO BREAK GROUND
411 who wish may participate
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At a meeting of the churcimembershipheld on June 22, 1952the name of the
church was officially changed and the charter was amended by the Delaware

County Court on December 5, 1952.

In addition to the wonderful gift from Covenant of Philadelphia, much hard work
by the local membership raised enougmoney to reduce the mortgage
gl a

adzoadl yaaltt

$220,000.
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Rev. John G. Shoemaker ‘

After the departure of
Rev. Hunter and the
continuing increase in
membership, the
demand for an
assistantcontinued.
John G. Shoemaker
(19521953) was
appointed as a
Student Assistant
Pastor. He was a
secondyear student
at Crozer Theological

Seminary
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Commemorative Church PlatedMrs. Earl W.
Traster and Mrs. Robert McKee admphkates the
Covenant Methodist Church congregation is selling to
swell its building fund. It's believed first church
financing scheme of its type in county. (Text from
newspaper article).

Covenant Methodist Chureh

Springfield, Pa.

REV. B. HARRY BARNES, Pastor
REV. JOHN G. SHOEMAKER, Assi. Pastor

Thankful for the completion of the
brandnew  structure, the formal
opening services encompassed an enti
week beginning on Sunday, March 2
1953 and ending with th€onsecration
Serviceon Sunday, March 29, 1953.

THE WEEK OF CONSECRATION SERVICES

OPENING WORSHIP SERVICE

Sunday, March 22, 1953 — 11:00 A.M.
Sermon by Rev. B. Harry Barnes
“The Glory of the House of God”
Music by the Senior, Intermediate and Junior Choirs
7:30 P.M.
Sermon by Rev. Frederick Brown Harris, D. D., L.L.D.
Foundry Methodist Church, Washington, D.C.
Music by the Senior Choir

COMMUNITY NIGHT

Wednesday, March 25, 8:00 P. M.
Union Lenten Service — Springfield Ministers Participating
Sermon by Rev. William Elbert
“The Man Who Saw Jesus Die”
Music by the Senior Choir

FORMER PASTORS’ AND HOMECOMING NIGHT
Thursday, March 26, 8:00 P.M.
Former Pastors will speak
Rev. Herbert R. Howells Rev. Clinton M. Cherry
Rev. John N. Althouse Rev. Herbert,A. McKain
Rev. John A. McElroy, D.D.
Music by the Senior Choir

MUSIC AND FAMILY NIGHT
RECOGNITION OF NEW MEMBERS .
Friday, March 27, 8:00 P.M.
Musical Program by The Three Choirs
Choir Directors : :
Mr. Thomas E. Kraemer — Senior Choir
Mrs. Maitland Roach — Intermediate and Junior Choirs
Organist: Mr. George Dix
A Word by Mr. Barnes — “The Gospel, a Joyful Sound”
Open House for members and friends following the Service
There will be a tour of the building
Recognition of new members received this Conference Year
Refreshments will be served in the Fellowship Hall
by the Woman's Society of Christian Service

CONSECRATION SERVICE

Sunday, March 29, 11:00 A.M.

Consecration and Sermon by Bishop Fred Pierce Corson, D.D., L.L.D.
Resident Bishop, Philadelphia Area of the Methodist Church
Also participating in Consecration Service:

Rev. Alexander K. Smith, D.D., Superintendent, South District

3

Goveremt Methodist Church

T » Saxer Avenue at Springfield Road
mﬁ‘/; e j Springfield, Pa.
Enecled to the Qlory of God and Dedicaled fo the Service

of Mankind

Rev. Walter J. Leppert, Executive Secretary,
Philadelphia Missionary and Church Extension Society
Rev. B. Harry Barnes
Rev. John G. Shoemaker
Music by Senior, Intermediate and Junior Choirs
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The new Sanctuary is of simplified English Got
design and was designed and constructed that
architecture blended with the original buildings.
isatwed 0 2 NB & 0 NHzOG dzNB  n H
stone and concrete block with a stone and stuc
outside finish. The main feature of the exterior
the half timber and copper fleche spire thatitersects
the nave andapseof a churchwhich rises from the ridge
2F GKS yI @S Ne2F G2 |
Avenue. The body of the fleche was planned
house equipment for the broadcasting of chim
and is topped by &arge stainlesssteelcross

The interior of the Sanctuary iglso of English
Gothic design with an open timber ceiling. The si
gl tfa | NS LA SNOWBWRQ o0& |
GAYR26a® CKSNE Aa | f
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end of the Church. The worship center is composédaom open chancel
accommodating a choir of 52. The pulpit, lectern and rerga@smental partition wall
behind altar)are of richly hand carved oakThe reredos form the frame for the
centered altar cloth. On either side of the chancel are two largam chambers
whose arched openings are covered by rich haggjitooking forward to the day
when a pipe organ may bastalled

The nave has 26 rows of pews prangla seating capacity of 468 with total seating
capacityof 522. Below the nave and chancel are tepel, several large class

NE2Yas: OKdZNDK 2FFAOSE Rpadoda@dNEstrooms] dzR & =

Just a few months after thdedication of the

the Jenkintown Methodist Church. Theev.
Wallace Frederick Stettler(19531967) was
assigned to Covenarfbllowing a pastorate at

Dickinson Calige and Drew Theological

half years at Covenant a membership of 1300
grew to over 2000. A small staff grew to four
ministers, two fultime and one partime
secretary, as well as two fitlme and one part

e {88 time sexton. Researcl - :
@
Rev. Stettler groups, Covenant of wﬁ&‘ﬂww

Friendship, Epworth Building, three parsonages,
expanded music ministrgndan enlarged youth program
are a few of the high spots of his ministry.

Rev. Lawrence Beyler(19531955)was appointed as an| -
Associated Ministeat the same time as Rev. Stettlef *
replacing Rev. Shoemaker who resigned to continue
theological studies. Rev. Seyler was a graduate of
University of Richmond and CroZBreologicalSeminary.

He had wide experience in working with young people.

“Come let us Worsfiip and Bow Down
before the Cord, Our Maker”

MINISTERS

Bulletin Cover October 1953

new Sanctuary, Rev. Barnes was transferred to

Lima Methodist Church. He was a graduate of

Seminary.5 dzZNAy 3 wS@d {GdSGGf S
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Confirmation Class, Ap 1956
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Rev. O'Neill

INnMay 1955w S @d W2 Ky 5@
(19551959) replaced Rev. Seyler

He was a graduate of Lycoming
College and DrewTheological
Seminary following a stint in the

Navy and the private sector.
After several Methodist Church
appointments, he wasssigned

to Covenant to direct the youth
programs.

' Y RSN wS@d habSAf
youth went to Puerto Rico to

help build a wlley ball court.
There was much activity in
foreign mission through this
LISNRA 2 R® | 20Syl yi
increased to provide full or
partial support for workers in
India, Africa, Hawaii, Malayand

Puerto Rico.

Q
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WEEKDAY KINDERGARTEN

Started September 17, 1956

The following history was written by a Covenant member (name unknown):

In 1956 Harold Gaunt and Ken Wicks co-chaired the church’s Education Work Area. When
people started asking for a Kindergarten (St. Matthews already started one), they instituted one
at Covenant and consulted with Louise (Calder) Robinson, one of the church members already
running a kindergarten in her home. She chose to stay with her own business, but made
recommendations.

For one year (1956-57) an outside professional was retained to operate the church
kindergarten. When she left, Ellen Gaunt, a church member and professionally trained
kindergarten teacher took the job. The first term of the year (1957-58) continued to be taught
in the lower level of Covenant’s Sanctuary building. In 1957, upon the completion of the Epworth
Building, Kindergarteners were moved there. The “old” kindergarten room became an office for
the minister.

Mrs. Gaunt continued teaching alone in Epworth for two years. The church secretary
helped with bathroom duties and comforted sick children. Then a second class was added under
Ruth Bradshaw’s tutelage. As the demand grew so did the school. Two years later Marty Frick
joined the group and, in time, a nursery school was offered in addition to kindergarten. The

education building was well used. When public kindergarten phased out that need at Covenant, Early
a nursery program was enlarged; and then as societal change sought babysitting, the Mother’s Kindergarten
Morning Out and Summer Fun Programs were added. All of this went on during the week to offer Class
good basic education. In the summer, Vacation Bible School was offered and every Sunday an Marty Frick,

Teacher

excellent program of Christian education was held.
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Choir, and many times with the
junior choirs, presented Spring Song
Festivals at Springfield High School
as well as other churches and the
Ocean City Music Pier.

At a monthly meeting of WSCS, a progré
about the Holy Land was presented by Mmg¢
Wallace F. Stettler, Millard P. Robinson a
Walter J. Hall, Jr. who had tragdlthere.

2ha9bQ{ETED / L

From the beginning of Covenan
women had andcontinue tohave an
important role in the organization of
the church, in fund raising events
dinners, charitable causes both at
home and abroad. The original Ladi
Aid Society merged with the
22YSyQa 12YS ahi
YR GKS 22YSyQa

Society, resulting in the organiza
calledW2 YSy Qa { 20AS
Service (WSCS). In 1956, Coven
had 28 Circles, representing one
the largest groups in the organizatio

Mmes. Stettler, Robinson, Hall

LADIES OF WSCS PREPARING FOR A DINNER
L: RGrace Spahr, Rebeccd I f RSNE 9YAte& | I

Mdp
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Continual growth of Covenant Church, particularly in th& A £ RNBYy Q& Iy
Divisions made it imperative that Covenant embark on an educational building
program in early 1955. A wegilanned and publicized financial campaign over a
period of three yearsaised sufficient money to completely pay for the builgland
FdNyAaKAy3da Ay SEOSaa 2F¥ bPunnInnnd ¢ K
of 14 classrooms, a library, and a prayer chapel.

i lgsss
Ji

e}

EPWORTH GROUNDBREAKING EPWORTH CORNER STONE LAYING

February 24, 1957 October 20, 1957
Harold Gaunt, Speaker [ YWY wS@d hQbSAtts | NRE
Wicks, Charlott&Skllman, Ray Davis, ?, Rev. Stettler

Congecration Serbice

Epworth Building

Cobenant Aethodist Chureh
Sypringtield, Penngplvania

December 8, 1057

10
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In 1951, the Community Church Players of
SHSHLAWNISIISL SVISVICLUEY  covenant Methodist Church was formed. They
METHODIST CHURCH presented plays, usually at the high school,

During the. planping SRUER several times a yeanntil 1958. Their first
Epworth Building in 1955Rev. ERINR-N=Eirre il = Yy gl a a¢KS /
SICUEIREIDROUEIERARCINENEUE | nder the direction of Don Taber.

wEn

1
| | -
[ -Rﬂ\‘ ¢!
V1w A

had a vision for a second
Methodist Congregation fol
Springfield Townshipas the
community was growing by leag
and bounds. The new church
building on the corner of Sprot
and Wesley Roads we
consecrated on December 2.
1957. Covenat Methodist
Churchprovided partial support
as a missionarv proiect.

In May of 1958Rev. Richard W.§
Hess (193-1961) succeeded Rev,
hQb SAf I a Yy |
Stettler and director of theyouth
programs. He was a graduate of t

University of Pennsylvaniaand | % st Eret o Den krene Peogetosecons
Drew Theo|ogice$eminary Standing: Ira Fritz, Dick Evarfill Hickman, Charles Andrew

The Rebecca Calder Auxiliary to Methodist
Hospital isOrganized

In 1956, this new auxiliary tthe Methodist Hospitalof
Philadelphiavas organized at Covenant. It was named al
Rebecca Caldewho along with her husbandvere charter
members of the chutt and who were active in missiona
work. The primary purpose of the organization was
provide linens for the hospital. Women of the church we
invited to join in the sewig projects.

11

Y




COVENANT

100 Years of
Faith, Hope & Love

Howard BFox
Dresidens

Maloin M. Albright
Jack M. Baltzer

< Cd....r Barbeur
Ru'h.-.m Barnus
Joba & ?‘atnnscr
Reg Bates

Donald E\o.clur
umu D. ettzcl
Joha ;?. f)zl_]i’ hi
Condr Hreury, ere
Frank Derdan, I
Piliam Best
Alex T. Bird

Jclm Brannan

\,ute E’urdﬂultar
C. Cliver Burt
Jobm W, Calder
R.Edward Calder
z:nﬁ ?. Carr, ]II

Smélzg ?.qQ
Chacles Dmulnig
Dash

Methodist Men's Meeting

(hartered December 2. 1958
Hugh L.Myers Lhatfca Peth

Thice Dresiden

Bec eIy

D= R;yms A Davis Mildon <. B
eoTge 7\ De@w&;‘ George %iaus‘.h:ym

Carl
S&gnf}(&%;thn
ohn Fiel
Jolm Fisher
Founer
Howard B. Fox
Edwin Freas
Farle R. Freeman
Hawold ﬁ mm’c
Pilliam i
Pilliam

Pl Sl

'W'lham A James
George Isherwood
vd. Jones
Thomas <. Rramn
James M. Kyner
Allyn b ¢ dhman
Hc\i S f_onq
\o"man .onqkwttom
William M. Marcnssen
Jol\u W. Martin
Gene L. Matriciano
Thomas McKay
Jack H. Mecks
Chnton J \ﬁuer
Guernie Miller
Hugh £ Myers
Frank <. Neff
Nawell J. Nessen
Charles W. Newlin
(. Frederick Pearson

Hafnm Charles Path

\u':v.ce H&WML,

George Plank
€ Scott Ponlson

tem Henry
M‘gdmr&%\&eu p}nllp (8 ngcr
Hevuer R Rﬂ-wdx

Charles W.
Thomas W. Hickwman

Sverett M. Hoffman
Ldward

gzvmoud %\_ lel
Charles €. Roberts

H. Zoolalian
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Qovenant” (Methodist Men

Flovd S Lonq

F‘r:u urer

Hacvey O Sabold
Tlwood Sckoeucuk’rsev
Frederick W. Schwars
<h & Sentman IT
Jesse W0 Sheatfer St
Sesse D Sheater. In.
Roll&n& Shocmaker
1;ss Shutt

\ \Lm
R “aua.;? \tct‘tlcr
Awthin . Stretton, I
Albert Q. Strobol
Robert £, Sulézbach
chs . Swan
ﬁmi:{ \!fi\tzu'

erbert b
Stantord I, Sword
Artlmr \., Tozet
Richard Wagner

arrty Walter
Momt g. nglnr
rvm 'Wnnqc
Smory Watson
Wﬂltam S. Wicks
&Mtltot\. ‘\Vllu
John Williawms, Jr.
f wwoenos Wilkatos
Palter wc\sln Wusht Se.
Harey Yolm, Jr.
Paul Zeb c_y
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In the spring of 1959Rev. Robert
H. Wright(19591964)was appointed
Associate Pastor. Hawing college
and a stint in the U. S. Army,

T

Rev. Wright

Following the retiement of Thomas Kraemer after 30 years

il
Rl oo

Rev. Wells calls on Mrs. Rebecca Calc

1922 i 2022
Abridged History

Rev. Richard B. Wel{s$9591961)served Covenant
as Assistant Pastor concentrating on pastoral
visitation. In his short time witlCovenant,he
made 1200 calls at homes of members including
the serving of communion to shunhs. He retired
after 55 year®f serving his fellow man.

U I BT ) = T T

matriculated at

H SALUTE TO THE PARKING COMMITTEE
Drew ThGOlOQIC | Every Sunday, in all kinds of weather, these men of the Pa

Seminary and wascommitteewere on duty to give even the most inexperieng

B.D drivers excellent help in parking their cars, and to maint

awarced a STFAOASY( dzas 2F /20SyLyiQ

degree by that
institution inJunel959. Thereafter he was ordainedD&aconn

the Methodist churchand was received into full membership in
the PhiladelphiaConferencewhen he was ordained an Elder in
1960. Youth activities were enlivened by his leadersmgMay
1964 he was assigned to Llanerch Mettsd Church.

tremendous service to Covenant ChoiBy,. James Allen Das
(19601962)became Organist and Director of Music on Septembe
1960. He earned music degrees (B.S., M.Ed., and Mus.Do Ne-
Temple and th&Jniversity of Pennsylvania and was awarded thi| 4%
graduate fellowships for European studyHe arranged and
published church choral music in his own compd&hyring his time

Dr. Dash

13
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at Covenant, he initiatedth®€ 2 NY' I A2y 2F Yl yeé OK2ANHROD
Chaoir, the Aldersgate Choir and the Collegiate Choir all were organized under his

f SF RSNAKA LJD | S I 8S &aSOSNIt O2y OSNI 3

{GFAYSNDRE& &/ NUZOAFAEA2YEé YR GKS {LINAY
lessons weg offered by him to members and friends of the churdnfortunately,

he died unexpectedly in March of 1962. A Memorial Service was conducted in the
Sanctuary on April 3, 1962 by R&tettler.

M

Boy Choir

COVENANT MARKS 40" ANNIVERSARY

ToOSt SO NI GS P angigsaryalintddgage burning

and dedication of th&anctuary and Epworth Building was held at
both Sunday morning services on December 10, 1961. Bishop
FredPierceCorson was guest speakerAssisting ithe service
werethe BB a K2 LJQ& OFoAYySGXZ RAAGNROIN
of the church. The WeslgyCollegiate and Chancel Choirs
provided special music. The Sanctuary and Epworth Building, both
debt-free, were presented to the bishop at the dedication by
Ralph S. MillerPresidenBoard of Trustees

Dedication Serbice

|

Covenant Methodist Chureh

Springtieln, Pewngplvania

Brcenter 10, 1061

14
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In October 1962)ohn H. Henze&los21964)became the new
Director of Musi¢c serving as combination organist an
director of the Chancel, Collegiate, Aldersgate, Wesley,
and Asbury ChoirsThe senior high Aldersgate cho
assumed the responsibility for providing choir music weel
at the 9:30 a.m. service.

Mdc n Q& SéhdayTRakki 4yr.2 f RAZ M
Mrs. Barbour, Teacher

1922 i 2022
Abridged History

The mortgagdeing burned was the one
for $60,000 taken out in 1953 to help
pay for the Sanctuary. This anniversary
was based orthe date of 1921 as the
founding date; all subsequent
anniversaries have been based on the
official beginning in 1922.

Photo: L:R George Beitzel, Lay Leader; Ralph
Miller, President Board of Trustees; Reverend
Stettler; John Calder, Charter Member.

Robert McKee, Music Chairme
John H. Henzel (R)

15
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Rev. Richard L. Cookson

available for pastoral responsibilities.
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Effective July 1, 1963, Bishop Corson transfeRed
Richard L. Cookso9631966)to Covenant to serve as
Minister of Christian Education.He graduated from

Grove City College and Drew Theological Seminary. Reuv.

Cooksorhad a reputation throughout the country as a
leader in the field of Christian Educatiofle had a keen
interest n promoting the program of Junior and Senior
High youth through coordinating the Sunday morning
and evening program, youth chojiglethodist student
movement, etc.

Asreportedtothe Offit £ . 2 NRX | OKdzND

size should have at least threaillf time Ministers

Education program and Rev. Wright developed Parish Ministry

In 1963,Covenant Junior and Senior High Fellowsh

received an award from

their outstanding service to the Easter Seals Program

the last several years.

luncheon to Ken Prager (L) and Gh@hurchman who
NELINSaSyidSR
group recognized.

Donald C. Taber shows two of his Williamsbu

the Easter Seals Association

The award was presented &

| 238yl yiQa

Covenant sponsored ar
exhibit of original art
work by church
members. Twelve persons contributed to the
display: Donald C. TabeMrs. George D. Beaity

William E. Gibson, Mrs. Eldridge M. Mount, Mr.

and Mrs. John H. Way. Mr. Taikalso designed

sketches to Reviokson and Mrs. Ralph Miler the masthead for the Covenant Caller and the

front page of the Sunday Program.
16

With the appointment of Rev. Cookson,
Covenant now had three pastors on staff. Rev. Cookson handled the total Christian

Rev. Richard L. Cookson, Mrs. John A. Dash, Mrs.
Richard D. Evans, Mrs. Robert F. Fonner, Mrs.

Elwood P. Schollenberger, Mrs. Leon H. Sperow,

QX
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¢CKSIOENIESt AIA0E S
combined age could not exceed )7!
was organized February 196
The group came into being as
means by which young couples
the church might become bette
acquainted. Its emphasis was (
fun, fellowship and service to th
church. Ewets included a Lenter

activity, dinner out, Saturday wor
sessions at Camp Innabah, D Mrs. Richard D. Evans, Mrs. Jack J. Barbour, and

concerts and family piChiCS John J. Barranger display a few of the lovely handrrj

SHORTCAKE IS BUT ONE OF BAZAAR HONA

items which were available for purchase at t
22YFyQa {20ASiG& {GNI g0

Rev John S. Rees@g641965)joined the ministerial staff in June 1964, replacing
Reverend Wrighas an Associate MinisteiHe earned his
d{ ® RSIAINBS FTNRBY VYdzil,MAsY
degree from Lehigh Universignd Bachelor of Divinity
Degree from Eastern Theological Seminary in 1964.
Following a stint in the Army Signal Corps, aadking as
an elementary teacher and principal, the ministry called
him. Bishop Corson appointed him to the Chelten Avenue
Methodist Church in February 1965.

In what was a period of revolving
door associatesRev Walter A.
Swank(19651966) was assigned t&@ovenant following the}
transfer of Rev. Reese. He earned a B.A. from Eas|
Baptist College and his theological trainitagpk place at |
Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington, DC. At
1966 annual conference, Rev. Swank requested that he]
relieved of his pastoral responsibilities at Covenant as |
felt compelled to invest his life in the teaching professiory™

The Rev. Walter A. Swank

17
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Upon the resignation dflusic Director, John H. Henz&eorgaw.
Weldy, Jr.(L) andRichard S. Kromeserved as choir directors for

the Chancel Choir and Aldersgate Choirs respectively. The Asbury
and Wesley Choirs did not resume rehearsals until a diesctor

was found. The Music Committee began searching for atjpaet
replacement without succes&ventually a new direction emerged

for Covenant.

Kenneth G. Fansle9651972) a certified Minister of Music with twelvé S| N& Q
experiencdn the field of music and Christian Education, was recommended to the
Official Board which unanimously approved Full-time employment effective
January 1, 1965He was a graduate of Salem College majoring in church masic
GKS GAYS 2F KAa KANARYy3IZ KS KStR | €20
introductory studies for the ministry, and was working on a fgaar program to
advance his education. The youth program was very strong during this period.
Music, innowative worship services, trips and retreats, and the addition of a bell
choirwere a few of his accomplishments.

¢ KS a/ NHZOAFTAEA 2V ¢
8 Lenten cantata for 1965.

z i During May the Chancel
8 $ 3 g & Choir participated inthe

(-;&z,ﬁ

' .

the Philadelia Conference

‘ 3 at Arch Street Methodist
i‘i ‘3£ ii 3 Church where the new
Methodist Hymnal was

officially introducted. Later
in the month the Chancel
Choir sang at the Centennial

celebration of the Methodist
Home for the Aged.

annual worship service for

CHANCEL CHOIR 1965
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HANDBELL CHOIR ADDED
TO MUSIC MINISTRY
A dedication service of a new 37 set of
Handbells occurred on November 7, 1965
at both services of worship. They were
given by friends in memory of Dr. Percy L.
Mehring, who was a member of Covenant
for 20 years. The Handbells were hand
cast at the Sellersville, eAnsylvania
factory of the Schulmerich Carillon
Campany. George W. Weldy, Jr. and
Richard S. Kromer worked with Mr.

Fansler to produce specialized arrangements. Junior High youth rehearsed for six
weeksand were ready ta&x Nhat 3¢

Christmas time.

By 1966, Covenant was the larges 5
Methodist Church in Delaware County,

the second largest church

e, y - - -
Rl COVENANT METHODIST CHURCH
WorsHip  9:30 ano 11 AM

1 oL 9 AM.,
in the ’ B CHURCH ScHooL 9:30 AD {1

MINISTERS

Philadelphia Conferencea body that v T —

having a membership of over 2,1Gtnd = (e l~ ST

encompassed 33€hurches at the time

1966 was a busy year &ovenant
welcomed two new ministers in
the fall of 1966:Rev. LedC Farley

WALTER SWANK KENNETH FANSLER

(19661969) and Rev. Robert E. A new church sign was installed on the corner of Springfield Roac

Saxer Avenue in the summer of 1965 as a means to publicize c

Norman(19661970) While both took events
part in the total ministry of the church, Rev. Farley had responsiliditChristian
education and Rev. Normaassumed the responsibility for membership and

evangelism

Rev. Farleywas a graduate of Concord College
West Virginia and received his Bachelor of Divin |§
and Master of Religious Education Degrees frc
Crozer Seminary. Rev. Norman graduated fror
William and Mary Collegéhe University of Virginia
Law Schbol, and Crozer Theological Seminary.

Rev Farley

Rev. Norman
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Group Leaders of the 1966 Christmas Workshop for Families : Rev. Farley with Dorothea Swaat
LRO&ASEHGSRO DAfRI adSNEZ 90GKS and Katie Singley (R) make plans
row: Patricia McAllister, Emolyn Mount and Jeannette Irby the 1967 Vacation Church Schoc

After 141/2 years ag 2 @S y Senidr IQidister, the congregation received a letter
from Rev. Stettlestating that he had accepted a position as the ninth President of
Wyoming Seminary, Kingston, Pennsylvania and would be leaving Cowenant
October 1967He citedashis mostimportant OO2 YL A AKYSy d G KS
of the congregation and its increasing sensitivity to the needs of othensghithe

2 dzi NB I OK 2 TA faileell rec2ptidnNdakheld at the Woodland Avenue
Junior High School where 400 of his friends and aplesgathered to wish him

well in his new endeavor.

By the time Rev. Stettler left Covenantlans were well underway for the
construction of a second educational unit. Two adjacent properties on South
Hillcrest Road were purchased and an architect ebesen toassist in developing
plans.

On December 3, 196 Rev. Harvey W. Marslan9671971)
filled the vacancy created by the departure of Rev. Stetter.
the past 13 years, Rev. M&aed was pastor of the Wayne
Methodist Church where he substantially grew the
congregation and orchestrated a $1 million building progra
i K dza O2y UAyYydziy3a | 2 @Sy paytaral
leadership. He graduated from Lafayette College and D§
Theolgical Seminary.

Rev. Marsland
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In May of 1968, a recording was made by the Chancel The Minisry of Mase
Aldersgate Choirs featuring one side of anthems and hymns by = " "
Chancel Choir. The second sitgduded music by the Handbell a S o)
Aldersgate Choirs and seasonal music by thanCél Choir. Th S
recording was made at the Wayne Methodist Church with or ™

I O02YLI yYAYSY(l oe [/ 20SylyiQa

In April 1968, construction began on the new FellowdEdgucation
Buildingto house youth educational units, a choir room and a kelap Hall. The

plan also called for additional parking facilities extending onto Hillcrest Road. The

new Fellowship Hall was to be located on the top floor and was built to
accommodate 600 peopler a general meeting and 350 for a dinner meetirithe
original church building was torn down to make way for the new buildi@gst of

the new building andurnishings waspproximately$425,000.

Cornerstone Laying
October 20, 1968
L:R: Jack McGarrah, Cliff Garner (ArchijeWalter
Demolition of Original Sanctuary Hall, Jr. (Chairman, Buildingommittee) Walter
April 1968 Hazard, District Superintendent

Another change that occurred in 1968 originated at the national level and affected
| 20SYy Il yiQa yI YSGhurch én{ $he Evé&hijeKcal RIAitadiBrethren
Church adopted a plan of unioffhe resulting body became the United Methodist
Church. Therefore, Covenant beca@evenant United Methodist Chulc

21
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On Sunday, December 8, 1968, eighteen children from the Church School
LI NI A OA LI G SR A gfecte pra@psayh lonyittie adn of tifeyehiztc. The
Christmas Story was sung through carols by the children as dhengs were
placed in the Creche. An@rant placed the Christ Child at the 9:30 a.m. service
while Karen Russell did the same at the 11 a.m. seriteach service, eight other
children from the various gradesded in platngthe other figurines. In charge of

the program were Walter Way,

Darlene Bachman and Louidg
Mannion

On Sunday, May 4, 1969, Dr.
Gordon Howard, presiding
Bishop of the Philadelphia arep
officiated at the consecratio
2F [/ 20SylyaQal ySéte yIYSR
GYAYyIag22Reé TheldzA t RA y 3

new buildingwas named after
the first school etablished by
John Wesley.
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