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THE FOURTH 25 YEARS, PART 1 (1997-2003) 

COVENANT CELEBRATES  75 YEARS OF MINISTRY 

“Forward through the Ages” 
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1997 was a busy year for Covenant starting off with Sarah Batchelor’s maternity 
leave beginning January 6th (Mrs. Ruth Fisher served as interim Organist/Music 

Director and Ruth von Minden handled the Children’s and Junior Choirs in her 

absence).  Congregants on “Souper Sunday” January 26th were asked to drop 

$1.00 into the soup kettles when leaving the sanctuary; children participated by 

donating a can of soup.  The soup was delivered to the Interfaith Coalition of Food 

Centers and the money ($316) was used to provide dinners to homeless and low-

income persons at the Life Center in Upper Darby. 

The Anniversary Celebration began on 

February 16, 1997 with a special 

service to commemorate the inception 

of the church which was founded on 

February 19, 1922. Rev. Robert Wright, 

former Associate Minister of Covenant, 

led the worship service.  An Anniversary 

luncheon was held following the service.  

Elizabeth Hearn and Irene Atkinson were 

co-chairs of the anniversary events. 
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Nancy Hall, Chairperson of the History 

Committee of the 75th celebrations, 

asked persons who had been members 

of Covenant for 50 years or longer to 

write a special memory or 

recollections to share.   

L:R Rev. Wright, Irene Atkinson, Elizabeth Hearn, 

 Rev. Mongold 

 

MEMBERS WITH 50 OR MORE YEARS 

Louise Robinson J. William Fisher 

Alice Faries  Mary Harrigan 

Dorothy Mainwaring Frank Berdan 

Andrew Baker  Mavis Berdan 

Margaret Anderson Martha Charlesworth 

Peggy Carr  James Faries 

Ellen Herb  Walter Hall, Jr. 

Eunice Milkowski William Lotter 

Catherine Fielding Ellwood Peters 

Nancy Hall  Karin Peters 

Elisabeth Zachow Nancy Parmiter 

Olive Neff  Sally MacBeth 

Dorothy Moses  Ralph Miller 

75th Anniversary Luncheon 
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UMW CELEBRATES THE LIFE OF SUSANNA WESLEY 

On April 22, the UMW celebrated the life of Susanna Wesley “the Mother of 

Methodism.” A dramatization was narrated by Patti Owens and acted out by 
Michelle Owens.   

 

MISSIONS FAIR 

The Outreach Work Area held a 

Missions Fair on Sunday, March 

16th in Fellowship Hall to educate 

about the missions of the United 

Methodist Church, projects 

Covenant’s committees are 
involved in and ways persons 

could support these efforts 

throughout the year.  Special 

features of the Mission Fair 

included hands-on exhibits, a 

treasure hunt for children, and a 

continuous showing of a 10-

minute video on United 

Methodist Missionaries Ministry. 

THE LIFE CENTER 

Beginning in April 1997 on the second Friday of 

every other month, Covenant began to support 

the Life Center at 63rd and Market Streets in 

Upper Darby on an on-going basis.  20-40 

people were required to help with a variety of 

jobs (shopping, cooking, driving, serving and 

financial support).  The Life Center Task Force 

included Dawn Liscom, Eleanor Nessel, Sue 

Clendenin, and Barbara Cadge.  This mission 

effort continues today. 

SANCTUARY AIR CONDITIONING 

It was reported that cash and pledges had 

reached $72,586 which exceeded the estimated 

cost of $68,000 allowing a contract to be signed 

with project to begin on March 31, 1997. 

EASTER BASKETS 

The CK’s (5th and 6th grade Covenant Kids) handmade reed baskets and filled 23 baskets 

with candy, toys and Easter bunnies for children at the Wesley House.  Eight kids were able 

to deliver the baskets on Good Friday and were able to witness the excitement on the 

children’s faces. 

NEW HANDBELLS MAKE DEBUT 

New D2 and A2 cast aluminum handbells from Malmark were purchased through the 

Memorial Fund and rang for the first time on Easter Sunday 
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MIRACLES IN MISSIONS PROJECT 

Covenant had been involved with the Delaware County Affiliate of Habitat for 

Humanity through Habitat work days in Chester through Covenant’s Outreach 
Program. Habitat’s goal for 1997 was the renovation of three houses in Chester.  
One of them, located at 2703 Price Street, was anonymously donated by a 

Covenant member.  The cost of preparing this house for occupancy was projected 

to be $20,000 

As a way to honor Covenant’s 75th year and to offer encouragement and hope to 

members of the Chester community, Covenant set a goal to pay in full the 

expense of renovating the Price Street house through a special offering on 

Sunday, April 27, 1997.  An unconventional approach was used to raise the 

$20,000.   Members were asked to offer services for hire and items for sale with 

proceeds contributed to the house fund.  The Miracle Shopper’s Guide included 
such diverse listings as a bread making machine, cemetery lot, 20-foot boat, use 

of a vacation home in Ocean City and an English garden party.  Fellowship Hall 

was converted into a mart for a sale to be held on April 19th. Covenant received 

Habitat’s designation as a “Covenant Church.”  The title signified the special 

agreement forged between the congregation and the local branch of Habitat as 

indicated ty the program’s moto, “Your Church, Building Homes, Building Hope.”  

The $20,000 goal was reached.  
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Rev. Bob Mongold was 

honored at a surprise 

reception in recognition 

of his 30 years of 

serving God. 

 It was previously announced that Rev. 

Dr. Stettler would preach on May 18th as 

part of the 75th Anniversary celebration.  

Rev. Stettler’s time with Covenant was 
changed to September 21st.  After 

serving Covenant for over 14 years, he 

was President of Wyoming Seminary for 

23 years until his retirement in June 

1990.   
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SCHOOL SUPPLIES FOR CityTeam 

Covenant supplied enough school supplies 

for at least a classroom of students for the 

coming year.  CityTeam distributed the 

supplies to hundreds of homeless and 

impoverished children who would not have 

been able to purchase their own school bag. 

or notebooks.   

FREEZE-A-MEAL COMMITTEE 

Since 1995, the Covenant Freeze-A-Meal 

Committee provided meals to help folks 

who recently returned from the hospital, 

who were homebound or had short-term 

needs due to an emergency.   
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NURSERY SCHOOL NEWS 

The Nursery School collected canned 

and boxed goods for the Domestic 

Abuse Center in Media.  The children 

presented the gifts to Pastor Rich in the 

Sanctuary.  Their Thanksgiving 

celebration culminated with a “feast” 
in Fellowship Hall where they enjoyed 

fruit salad that they all helped to 

prepare.  Everyone worked hard to 

make pilgrim and Indian outfits to wear 

to the church service and the feast. To 

celebrate National Children’s Book 
Week, the children visited the 

Springfield Library. 

 

 

As part of the on-going celebration 

of Covenant’s 75th Anniversary, on 

November 27th, a Thanksgiving 

dinner was held in Fellowship Hall.  

Residents of the Life Center in 

Upper Darby were invited to come 

as Covenant’s guests.   

WATCHNIGHT SERVICE 

On December 31st from 9 p.m. to 

midnight as Covenant’s 75th 

Anniversary Year ended, there was 

an evening of fun and fellowship 

concluding with a John Wesley 

communion service in the Sanctuary. 

https://freepngimg.com/png/24524-fireworks-file
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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     1998 

NURSERY SCHOOL NEWS 

“Jesus Loves Me!” was the theme as 

106 Covenant Nursery School 

Children decorated the Sanctuary the 

weeks of February 8th and 15th. 

ENERGY IN THE BABYFOLD 

There was a lot of excitement 

revolving around the Babyfold:  plans 

were underway for renovations, the 

purchase of new toys and cribs and 

the establishment of better methods 

to communicate with parents, 

creation of programs of Bible 

teaching, games, and songs to begin 

introducing the children to Jesus. 

YOUTH NEWS 

During February, a group of 

Covenant youth and adults attended 

a worship service at Mother Bethel 

AME Church in Philadelphia and also 

visited St. George’s United Methodist 
Church. 

    NEW LOUNGE ONE CHAPEL 

A new chapel was created in Lounge 

One of the Kingswood Building to be 

used for small worship services.  An 

altar, lectern, cathedral chairs and a 

clavinova were dedicated as 

memorials to Lillian R. Miller, Nancy 

K. Hick and Geneva H. Foehl.  The 

UMW presented a conference table 

as a gift. 

LENTEN OPPORTUNITIES 

UMW Lenten Bible Study:  Rev. Mongold led a Bible Study 

entitled “Joshua and the Promised Land” on four 
Wednesdays in Lent. 

Bible Fellowship:  Irv Schmuckler and Tim Folkomer explored 

the “Parables of Jesus Christ.” 

Adults with Questions:  The class viewed and discussed 

Martin Scorsese’s controversial film “The Last Temptation of 

Christ” during 9:30 Sunday School. 
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On April 18th the UMW held a Mother/Daughter Luncheon.  A “Teddy 
Bear Picnic” was the theme.  In preparation, the circles dressed bears for 
the Salvation Army.  The bears were part of the day’s decorations and 
were returned to the Salvation Army for distribution to needy children.  

Mary Ellen Poulson was the Co-ordinator of this event. 

 

COVENANT IS ON THE INTERNET AND CREATED ITS 

FIRST WEB PAGE. 

In a letter dated May 5, 1998, Rev. John D. 

Rich announced that Rev. Al Maloney, 

District Superintendent, asked him to be 

the Director of the men’s program at 

Friendship House in Wilmington, 

Delaware.  He decided to accept this 

appointment beginning July 1st.  
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On Sunday, June 28th, The Rev. Maridel A. Whitmore (1998-2001) was welcomed 

to Covenant as an Associate Pastor.  Rev. Whitmore attended Eastern Baptist 

Theological Seminary where she received a Master of Divinity degree.  A 

reception in her honor was held in the courtyard after the worship service.  Rev. 

Whitmore was ordained an Elder in the United Methodist Church on June 2, 

2000. 

PRESENTATION OF BIBLES 

During the 11 o’clock worship service on 
November 8th, Bibles were presented to the First 

Grade Sunday School Students. Those receiving 

Bibles were: 

Alyssa Colston, Janel Folkomer, Kristina 

Genzel, Hannah Karlheim, Hayden 

Karlheim, Sarah Mehalick, Caitlin 

Mulqueen and Christopher Roberts. 

Confirmation Class 
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FAITH ALIVE – JANUARY 1999 

Faith Alive was a program of spiritual growth and renewal for members and 

friends of Covenant and included a weekly Bible study, congregational prayer 

breakfasts, a leader’s luncheon, and a congregational dinner, as well as special 

Worship Services and Sunday School Classes on January 31, 1999.  The featured 

speaker was Dr. Leonard Sweet, Dean of the Theological School at Drew 
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University, an author of several books, and internationally known as a visionary 

for the church and the Christian faith in the next millennium.  Dr. Sweet 

addressed those who were serving as leaders and workers in the church on 

Saturday, January 30th. 

 

 

SOUPER SUNDAY UPDATE… Thanks to the generosity of the Covenant congregation, $215 and 225 cans 

of soup were collected for the Interfaith Coalition of Food Centers of Delaware County.  Special thanks 

were given to the youth members who assisted in the collection of donations. 

Dr. Leonard Sweet, Speaker Leader's Luncheon 
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Video Tapes were made available 

from the Elwood P. Schollenberger 

Memorial Collection in the Library. 

 

 

A retirement party was held on April 15, 1999 honoring Mrs. Betsy 

Conklin’s many years of dedication and service to the Covenant 

Nursery School educational program. 

ALL SAINTS BOOK AND MEMORIALS TO BE DEDICATED 

On Sunday, May 30, 1999 a new addition to the Sanctuary was made 

when the new All Saints Book was presented and dedicated.  For 

many years the Memorial Book was stored in the back of the 

Sanctuary listing those for whom Memorial Gifts have been 

received.    

The All Saints Book is a record of all the members of Covenant who 

have passed from this life as long as the church has been in 

existence.  Each week the All Saints Book is opened to the week 

which corresponds to those weeks listed in the book.  This was a 

joint project of the Board of Trustees and the Worship Work Area.  

Odette Locher, Helen Swineford and Eleanor Nessel tirelessly 

transcribed the materials to the computer and Carolyn Christ and 

Glenny Shadle spent many hours researching records and recording 

the names and dates of the deaths of saints.   

Frank Nessel handcrafted a special cabinet for the All Saints Book 

and it was lighted by Bob Leach.   
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CHRISTMAS EVE AT COVENANT 

 Candlelight Communion Services 

with meditation by Mrs.  Whitmore 

at 5 p.m., Family Service of Carols 

and Candlelight featuring the 

Christmas musical “The Grumpy 
Shepherd” presented by the Children’s and Junior Choirs at 7 p.m., and an 11 
p.m. Candlelight Service with Rev. Mongold bringing the Christmas message and 

music provided by the Chancel Choir and Covenant Ringers. 

 

THIRD WORSHIP SERVICE 

A new worship service was introduced to 

Covenant on Sunday mornings beginning 

September 12, 1999.  It was held in 

Fellowship Hall rather than in the 

Sanctuary and was called “Casual 
Worship.”  It began at 9:40 a.m. and 
ended by 10:25 a.m.   
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2000 

“FAITH ALIVE” WEEK END 

February 26 & 27 
This year the “Faith Alive” week end focused 
on “talk”: ourselves, our lives, our faith, our 
church, our Lord.  Rev. Thomas C. Short, 

recently retired Senior Minister of Aldersgate 

United Methodist Church in Wilmington, 

Delaware was the leader.  The activities started 

on Saturday morning and continued through 

Sunday worship services. 

 

 

CAPITAL PROGRAM APPROVED 

The Church Corporation at a meeting on May 7, 

2000 approved four projects as proposed by the 

Board of Trustees with a budget total cost of 

$300,000:  a fire security system, a connecting 

building between the Sanctuary and Epworth 

building, a capital mission project at Patan 

Hospital in Kathmandu, Nepal, and preservation 

of the stained-glass windows. 

 

Separately from this program, the Kingswood 

stair-glide was to be replaced and two rooms in 

Epworth were to be air conditioned using capital 

funds. 

TAPE MINISTRY PROVIDES VITAL SERVICE 

A TEAM OF CHURCH MEMBERS WERE COMMITTED 

TO TAPING SUNDAY SERVICES AND MAKING 

DUPLICATES AVAILABLE TO SHUT-INS, HOMEBOUND 

FOLKS, THOSE RECOVERING FROM ILLNESS AND 

THOSE WHO WOULD JUST LIKE TO HAVE A COPY OF 

A SERVICE OR SERMON. 

NEWS FROM COVENANT 

NURSERY SCHOOL. 
In March, Carrie Serrano, Director, left 

for maternity leave, at which time Patti 

Owens served as Interim Director.  

Parent conferences were held for all 

children and registration for next year 

was in full swing.  In celebration of the 

birthday of Dr. Seuss, children heard 

stories, ate green eggs and ham, and 

made centerpieces for the Wednesday 

Night Live tables.   

 

RECEPTION TO HONOR ANESSA GRAHAM 

A reception was held in Fellowship Hall 

following the May 14th worship service to 

honor Anessa who had worked in the church 

office since 1993 and was retiring to devote 

her energies to full time motherhood. 
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CHOIR FESTIVAL 

A Festival of Combined Choirs was held at St. 

Matthew Lutheran Church, Springfield, on Sunday, 

November 5th at 7 p.m.  Choir members from 

Covenant, Church of the Redeemer, St. Matthew 

Lutheran, and St. Francis of Assisi participated.  The 

massed choir shared five anthems, including the 

Sanctus from the Fauré Requiem, The Battle Hymn of 

the Republic, and a jazzy arrangement of Soon and 

Very Soon.  In addition, each choir presented two 

anthems.  Covenant’s Chancel Choir sang Lord, 

Listen to Your Children by Ken Medema and I Will 

Sing by John Rutter.   
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THE DEN 

On Sunday evening, December 10th, two hundred young-at-heart worshippers filled 

Fellowship Hall clapping hands, swaying to the beat, and singing along with Covenant’s 
Praise Band, “Risen”.  Members included Paul Graham, Dan Hajjar, Bob Nestor, Nick 

Pacitti, Rob Bell, Brendan Smith, Jenna Bratz, Sarah Karlheim, Nicole Hinkson, Susan 

Rundbaken, Katie Hodge, and Valerie Ferguson.  WXHL was there too interviewing band 

members live on the air.   
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2001 

 

CAPITAL PROJECT UPDATE:  A congregational meeting was held after worship services on 

February 25th.  Those present voted 105 to 8 to proceed with the Capital Project which included 

$23,800 for the ramp at Patan Hospital in Kathmandu, Nepal; the fire and security alarm project 

at a cost of $37,000; the construction of a connecting building at a cost of $252,000; and the 

repair and strengthening of the stained-glass windows at a cost of $10,500.  Over $256,000 had 

been committed by the congregation so far.  Construction was to begin March 5, 2001. 

 

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING 

The Outreach Work Area thanked the Covenant 

Church “team” for their generous donations of $321 

and 160 cans of soup that were given to the Souper 

Bowl of Caring.  The gifts were shared with CityTeam 

Ministries in Chester and the Interfaith Caring 

Coalition Food Centers across Delaware County. 

NEW VOICES FROM FAMILIAR FOLKS IN THE 

CHURCH OFFICE 

During January, Carol Vowler and Eleanor 

Roberts began working part-time in the church 

office taking on several responsibilities which 

had been covered by Anessa Graham who 

retired last year. 
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Beginning June  17, 2001, Janet L. Brown (2001-2003) became the new 

Associate Pastor at Covenant.  She preached her first sermon on that 

Sunday and left with the ASP group on the following Saturday.  She is 

a graduate of Asbury Seminary in Wilmore, Kentucky and of West 

Chester State University in West Chester, PA.  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAMILY FELLOWSHIP NIGHT 

A new program called Fellowship Night started 

on Wednesday, October 3, 2001 replacing 

Wednesday Night Live.  Dinner was provided 

with varying family-oriented programs 

following.   

In September Kathy Preston began working 

part-time in the church office. She had a variety 

of responsibilities with primary focus on 

managing the church calendar and answering 

phone calls. 

Rev. Brown 

Rev. Mongold, Speaker 
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At the Consecration Service for 

the new building, Rev. Mongold 

indicated that the Board of 

Trustees would be receiving 

suggested names for the new 

building and they would be 

presenting a list for a congregation 

vote sometime in the future. 

     

Kerr Graham, Speaker 
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A farewell reception was held on Sunday, October 28th for Bob and Harriet 

Ziegler who were moving to Cornwall Manor after serving Covenant for nearly 

seven years. 

 

A FESTIVAL OF LESSONS AND 

CAROLS was held on December 16th 

at the 11:00 a.m. service, the Chancel, 

Junior and Children’s choirs 

presented anthems and carols 

interspersed with scripture readings.  

Guest instrumentalist was Michael 

Simmons, playing classical guitar.  

Solos were sung by Joan Clarke, Marty Hyde, and Meg King.  Don Cadge and 

Ruth von Minden assisted with various instrumental accompaniments.   
 

 
          Children’s Choir            Chancel Choir with Michael Simmons 

2002 

 

     One’s sitting on my lawn!!  

Flamingoes, Flamingos Everywhere! 

 One’s sitting on my lawn!! 
It’s bright & pink & gaudy…. 
 I want it to be gone!! 

There was a note attached to it, 

 So I know what to do…. 
I’ll pay the ASP’ers to take it 

 And I’ll send if off to you!! 
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C 

  

FAMILY FELLOWSHIP NIGHT 

A Fellowship Night Dinner 

was held in February with 

special program speaker, 

Kip Craven, who spoke 

about his bike trip 

throughout Italy.   

NAMING THE NEW BUILDING 

The following names were submitted by the Board of 

Trustees for consideration:  Wesley Hall, Albright 

Center, Aldersgate Room, Aldersgate Center, and 

Friendship Center.  WESLEY HALL was the chosen name.  

Jacob Albright and John Wesley were both founders of 

the rich tradition known as United Methodism.   

Connectional Giving Award 2002 

SPIRITUAL GIFTS ASSESSMENT 

On a Friday evening in April, Covenant members shared 

in an exciting new gifts assessment program called 

“Network.”  Participants were led through a series of 

exercises in which spiritual God given gifts for which 

they had a passion were identified.   

IGNITING MINITRIES 

Igniting Ministries was a national program of the United 

Methodist Church which involved advertising in the 

electronic and print media and developed strategies of 

making the church warm, friendly and exciting to those 

who may come through our doors.  To that end, 

Covenant’s Evangelism and Public Relations Committee 
did a number of things to get the word out:  yard 

signage and inserts in the Springfield Press to name 

two.   

BUNNIES AND CHICKS FOR EASTER 

 

During Lent, the children in Sunday School collected 

money for the Heifer Project which provides farm 

animals and training in their care to families in need 

around the world.  They collected over $300.  On Easter 

Sunday the children voted for the type of animal they 

wished to purchase.  They decided to purchase three 

sets of rabbits and seven flocks of chickens.  
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SUNDAY WORKSHIP SCHEDULE CHANGE BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 2002 

8:45 – 9:45 Early Service   9:45 – 10:45 Adult Sunday School 

9:45 – 10:00 Fellowship in Wesley Hall  11:00 – 12:00 Late Service 

9:00 – 10:00 Sunday School   12:00 – 12:15 Fellowship in Wesley Hall 
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Covenant’s praise band, “RISEN”, provided the 
music for the DEN on many Saturday and Sunday 

evenings.  “RISEN” had recently recorded a CD.  
The band was holding auditions for new members 

to replace those graduating from the band.  The 

band came into being in 1999 and has played at 

many concerts at Covenant and other venues.  

 

Covenant Ringers Junior Choir 

Chancel Choir Choir Processional 

ANGEL WINGS 

Angel Wings was an intergenerational project designed to connect the congregation with the 

Sunday School children.  The purpose of this program was to have adults of Covenant connect 

with the youth through prayer and encouraging notes.  Anyone who took an Angel was asked 

to remain anonymous until June 1st when there was an Angel reception where the children met 

their “Angel.”   

RISEN 
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The Cross and Flame which prominently adorns an upper 

wall in Wesley Hall is the official logo of the United 

Methodist Church.  This particular cross and flame was 

made by Frank Nessel, who designed it from catalog 

drawings.  It is made from the wood of a Moss Cypress tree 

which stood in back of the Sanctuary building for nearly 75 

years and was cut down by the Wednesday Willing 

Workers.  The wood was milled near Chadds Ford in 

Chester County.   

Though Frank Nessel designed and did much of the work, 

he was aided by Rens Swan and Hugh Kistler.  Mike Lanyon 

also helped in hanging the cross in Wesley Hall.  The cross 

was dedicated in Memory and Honor of those who had served as Wednesday 

Willing Workers. 

2003 

ALTERNATE CHRISTMAS GIVING UPDATE:  
The Joanna Circle thanked the congregation for its extraordinary support of the “Alternative 
Christmas” project at the UMW Harvest Festival in 2002. A total of $5,930 was sent to Patan 
Hospital, Nepal (Dr. Zimmerman) and the Heifer Project International. 
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MARCH MUSIC MADNESS 

On March 16th the Asbury Ringers rang and the Chime Choir 

made its first appearance in worship.  On March 23rd the 

Junior Choir and the Chancel Choir sang an exciting 

arrangement of “Blessed Assurance” together.  The Junior 
Choir also shared an anthem using sign language.  On March 

30th the Chancel Choir presented Malcolm Archer’s 
“Requiem.”   

COVENANT’S NEW WEB SITE 

The unveiling of the new Covenant Church Web Site 

(www.covumc.com) was held after both services of worship 

on March 23.  Representatives of the Digital Ministry Team 

hosted a coffee and conversation fellowship to answer 

questions and give demonstrations.  

CHANGES IN LEADERSHIP 

It was announced effective June 29, 

2003, Associate Pastor Janet Brown 

would be transferred and appointed 

pastor of the East Bangor United 

Methodist Church in East Bangor, PA.  

At the same time it was announced that 

Rev. Christy Croxall (2003-2004) would become the new 

Associate Pastor.  She graduated from Union Seminary in 

New York City.  

METHODIST MEN met 

on Saturday, June 7th 

with Rev. Bob Mongold 

doing the cooking 

honors.  A talk by Rens 

Swan followed breakfast, and there was a tape showing a 

Texas preacher who believes in laughter. 

SUMMER WORSHIP began on June 8th with one worship 

service at 9:30 a.m. preceded by a hymn sing at 9:15 a.m.  

Children age 3-6 were invited to attend a summer class with 

Dawn Liscom and Kathy Atkinson leading the class with 

songs, a Bible study and a simple craft activity. 

 

Rev. Croxall 

http://www.covumc.com/
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During the week end of July 5th and 6th, members of the 
Aldersgate (High School) Choir during the period when Ken 
Fansler led the choir (1965-1972), gathered to reminisce and 
sing at the worship service on Sunday, July 6th.  Ken Fansler 
conducted the choir with instrumentals by Carol Weldy 
Portice (organ) and Anne Johnson Keeley (flute). 

 

ALDERSGATE REUNION CHOIR 

Fran Duffy Ancone Bob Lawley 
Penny Krape Balzeredit Leslie Keys Krowchenko 

Eric Beam Hayden McLean 
Karin Beam Carol Weldy Portice 
Leslie Beers Lisa Hevner Pologruto 

Barbara Stettler Cadge Dianne Raymond Mousley 
Sue Conn Richard Mousley 

Linda Miller Downes Jack Roberts 
Karen Bachman Dyer Jim Roberts 

Janet Evans Missy Marsland Schoch 
Craig Fansler Beth Beam Shultz 
Keith Fansler Cheryl Bachman Shiley 
John Hodge Cheryl Myers Stevens 

Kathy Spahr Hubbard Bill Swan 
Anne Johnson Keely Ruth Berdan von Minden 

Barbara Kenney Jeff Way 

KAIROS Youth 

 

KAIROS means “opportune time.”  That’s what the Sunday evening youth 
gatherings were – an opportune time for young people, grades 7-12 to hang out, 

play games and figure out together what it meant to be a Christian teenager in the 

21st century.  After the gathering on October 5th, they walked down to St. Francis 

Church where Covenant’s own band RISEN was playing.   
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CHRISTIAN READERS GROUP BEGINS 

The first meeting of the Christian Readers 

Group met on Thursday, October 30th in 

the Chapel Room of the Kingswood 

Building with Pastor Mongold at 10 a.m.  At 

the initial meeting in September, the book 

“Open Secrets” by Richard Lischer was 
chosen to read.  It was a revealing look at 

the meaning of Christian life and real 

Christian community. 
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NEW PARAMENTS GIVEN AS MEMORIALS 

The Board of Trustees ordered new paraments for the altar, pulpit and lectern in the Sanctuary.  

Paraments are the colored cloths indicating the seasons of the Christian year which adorn the 

chancel area each week.  Red, the color for celebration is the color for Pentecost (and special 

celebration days); Purple, the color of penance is the color for Advent and Lent; Green, the 

color of life and growth is for Epiphany and Trinity seasons; and White, the color for purity and 

royalty, is for Christmas and Easter, and the seasons which follow.  Persons of the church, if 

interested, could purchase a set of paraments as a memorial or gift. Reservations were 

committed on the basis of the first responses received.  The cost of each set was approximately 

$2,000. 

      COVENANT CONNECTS UPDATE 

The 3-year Covenant Connects capital 

campaign came to a successful close at 

the end of September.  Through 

Covenant Connects, generous gifts 

funded construction of Wesley Hall, the new fire and security system, and the Patan Hospital 

ramp in Nepal.  The project was not fully subscribed; therefore, a balance of $22,000 was 

refinanced over the next 5 years.   

WHITE TAG GIFTS BRING GREAT JOY 

 On White Tag Sunday, 290 gifts were collected and distributed to the Life Center, the Eliza 

Shirley Center, Wesley House, and St. Philips.  Also, Christmas gifts were provided for families 

from the People’s Emergency Center.   

YOUTH LEAD WORSHIP 

The second annual Youth Service 

was held on December 28th at 9:30 

a.m.  The Senior High Sunday School 

Class designed and led this service, 

using music and reflections from 

their own context.  Members of 

Covenant’s band RISEN helped set 
the tone for this service.   


