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THE FOURTH 25 YEARS, PART 3, (2011 –2021) 

Covenant’s response to this year’s Souper Bowl of Caring Ministry was “heartwarming.”  The 

response was the largest in Covenant’s 15-year history of supporting this program.  Covenant 

donated $1,306 and 1274 cans of soup to the Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry. 

 

  

STUDY ON RACISM 

The Adult Education Team (Jim and Betty Batchelor, Patti Owens, Gail Hodge, Eric Hathaway 

and Robin Moore) invited members and friends of Covenant to participate in a 7-week 

conversation about Racism in the United States.  Seminar leaders included Pastor 

Bergstresser, Gail Hodge and Carolyn Hathaway.    
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MYSTERY READER MONTH  

AT COVENANT NURSERY SCHOOL 

Members of the community were invited to come to the 

Nursery School to share their love of reading with the 

preschoolers.  Rep. Bill Adolph, Dr. James Capolupo, CPO 

David Hentnick of the U. S. Coast Guard, Chief Joseph Daly, 

Pastor Mark, Pastor Larry, Sarah Batchelor, Dr. David 

Soslau, Capt. David Madonna of the Upper Darby Police 

Dept., Rob Mannix, Patti Owens and Frank McKnight 

stopped by.  An invitation also was sent to President 

Obama. A surprise phone call from the White House was 

received although he was not available to read to the class 

at this time. 

 

 

 

 

On June 12th, the following confirmands and their mentors affirmed their faith in the act of 

confirmation.  

 

2011 ASP TEAM 

Ye Olde Holly & Ivy Advent 

Celebration was held on Sunday, 

November 27th.  Crafts for all ages, a family 

friendly service and a potluck dinner was 

enjoyed by all.   

NEW SUNDAY SCHEDULE ANNOUNCED 

8:30 –    9:00 -a short, informal worship service to be held in the Kingswood Chapel 

9:00 –  10:00 -Sunday School for all ages 

10:00- 10:30 -fellowship time in Wesley Hall 

10:30 – 11:30   – worship in the Sanctuary, with fellowship time following in Wesley Hall 

STAFF CHANGE 

After 10 years of service, Kathy 

Preston stepped down as 

Administrative Assistant.  Her 

successor for the summer was Linda 

Hildebrandt.  Beginning in September, 

these duties were handled by Barb 

Cadge, and Robin Moore. 
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ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11TH 

The Chancel Choir presented “Hodie Apparuit:  Today a King is Born” by Chester Alwes 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

7:00 p.m. Family Candlelight Service with Christmas Musical “A Shephard’s Story” 

Presented by children and youth 

10:00 p.m. Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols 

Music by the Chancel Choir and Covenant Ringers with meditation by Pastor Mark 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

Pastor Mark preaching 

 

2012 

ADULT EDUCATION IN THE NEW YEAR 

Beginning January 8th and continuing through February, a 

new short course entitled “The Seven Deadly Sins (and 
Their Corresponding Virtues”) was led by Ken Prager. 

 

The SOUPER BOWL of CARING team announced that 

record-high donations were received:  $1,222 in 

cash and 2218 food items resulting in a 33% increase 

from last year. 

Ken Prager 

STAFFING CHANGES 

It was announced in January that effective June 

30th, Rev. Larry Bergstresser decided to say 

“goodbye” as he wanted to step into another 

stage of his retirement. 

In March, Bishop Peggy Johnson announced that 

effective July 1st, the Rev. Mark Young would be 

appointed to First United Methodist Church in 

Phoenixville. 
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The First Annual Dinner and Auction was a 

great success.  More than 130 children, 

youths and adults attended.  $7,000 was 

raised to support Covenant’s ministries  

120 Children between pre-school and 4th 

grade attended the Vacation Bible School 

“Operation Overboard” sessions, and 30 
youth from grades 5 through 12 

volunteered to either shepherd the 

younger kids around or to help each day at 

one of the many stations.   

MRS. GLUCK'S LEAP DAY NURSERY SCHOOL CLASS 
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Effective July 1st, the Rev. James D. 

Anderman (2012-2019) was appointed to 

Covenant.  He graduated from 

Lycoming College in Williamsport, PA 

with a B.A. in Business Administration 

and from Moravian Theological 

Seminary in Bethlehem, PA with a 

Master of Divinity Degree.   

 

COVENANT’S 90TH BIRTHDAY 

Covenant United Methodist Church celebrated its 90th Anniversary with a special 

worship service followed by a luncheon.  The guest speaker was Rev. Robert 

Mongold whose ministry to Covenant spanned 16 years from 1988 to 2004.  

 

  

Rev. Anderman 

Cover drawing by Jim Ellis 
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SING NOEL 

Sunday, December 16th 

 

At the 10:30 a.m. service, the Chancel 

Choir presented Hal Hopson’s carol 
service SING NOEL with accompanists 

Jennifer Lee, Carlos Rubio (violin), 

Renee Warwick (viola), Glenn Fischbach 

(cello), and Rob Upton (organ).  

Covenant’s instrumentalists were Josh 
Miller (drum), Colleen Hagenbuch 

(percussion and handbells), and Donald 

Cadge (handbells).  Vocal soloists 

included Eric Hathaway, Meg King, and 

Joan Clarke. 

 

 

 

 

2013 

Bishop Peggy Johnson preached at both services of worship on 

Sunday, April 7th.  The late service was followed by a luncheon and 

an organ recital by Carol Weldy Portice who was on a sabbatical 

from her position as Organist-Director of Music at University 

Presbyterian Church in Michigan.  She had been active in 

Covenant’s youth and music programs during her time in 

Springfield. 

 

Christmas Eve Pageant 

GIFTS FROM THE HEART 

The 2012 “Gifts from the Heart” project was a wonderful success.  As 

a result of the generosity of many, a total of $3,061 was distributed 

to:  ASP, Nutrition Promotion Consultancy Service in Nepal, Life 

Center, Interfaith Hospitality Network, and Loaves & Fishes Food 

Pantry. 

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING 

Again, Covenant by their generosity collected 2098 cans of food and 

$1,740 to help alleviate hunger in Delaware County.  This was 

another all-time record. 
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The Staff-Parish Relations Team announced the 

hiring of Lori Henning as a part-time administrative 

assistant in the church office.   

“SMALL THINGS with GREAT LOVE” 

Beth and Tim Folkomer were asked by 

the Adult Education Team to lead a 

class revisiting the book, which was 

presented last fall, during the spring 

season. 

The newly landscaped Springfield Road Hill 
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On Friday, October 4th a special Blessing of the 

Animals Service took place in the courtyard 

between Epworth and Kingswood Buildings. 

On Christmas Eve at the 7 

p.m. service, the Children’s 
Choir presented the musical 

“Why the Chimes Rang” by 
Julia Neufeld and Margaret 

Tucker. 

91st ANNIVERSARY OF THE 

FOUNDING OF COVENANT CHURCH 

On October 20th a special service was held at 

both worship services with guest speaker 

Pastor Emeritus, the Reverend Dr. Dale E. 

Owens. 

New landscaping on the Springfield Road Hill 

WALKING FOR HUNGER 

On Sunday, October 13th, eight Covenant 

Members participated in the Swarthmore-

Wallingford CROP WALK to fight hunger around 

the world.  Thanks to the support of the 

congregation, $1,800 was raised for Church World 

Service 

Cover of Covenant Christmas Card 
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2014 

WESLEYAN COVENANT SERVICE 

On Sunday, January 5th, the Wesleyan Covenant 

Service was used which offers a chance to renew 

the promises made to God.  Familiar elements of 

the service included the “Covenant Prayer in the 
Wesleyan Tradition” and Charles Wesley’s hymn 
“Come, Let Us Use the Grace Divine” which was 
specifically written for this service. 

ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES 

The Wired Word:  Living as a Christian 

 in Today’s World 

Each week a news story was discussed from a 

Christian worldview.   

Uncovering Jesus, Past and Present 

“Jesus:  Uncovering the Life, Teachings and 
Relevance of a Religious Revolutionary” by Marcus 
Borg was the Kingwood Sunday Adult Education 

short course for 10 weeks.   

Alpha Course 

A basic course in Christianity answering simple 

questions like, “Who is Jesus?”  The goal was to 
create a safe place where nothing is assumed, but 

everything is explained. 

 

CHESTER CHILDREN’S CHORUS AT COVENANT 

On Saturday, March 1st, the Chester Children’s Chorus 
presented a free concert at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  

This amazing choir is made up of boys and girls from 8 

to 18 years old who live and attend school in the 

Chester-Upland School District.  John Alston, the 

Director, also came to Covenant on Sunday, February 

16th to sing a solo and to talk about the upcoming 

concert.  He also spoke at the “The Wired Word” 
Sunday School Class. 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

    Workshop of Wonders 

 

 

2014 Confirmands: Christabel Anukam, Theodora Yaidoo, Anna 

Graham, Amanda Petz, and Steven Klaus Gabel 
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Don Cadge was seeking volunteers for a new 

Weeding and Watering Team at Covenant.  This 

idea was to gather volunteers who were willing 

to help keep Covenant’s grounds weeded and 
watered.  Don has faithfully tended Covenant’s 
gardens for many years.  The rose garden in the 

Memorial Garden is spectacular. 

MEMORIAL GARDEN EXPANSION 

The Board of Trustees approved the expansion of the Memorial Garden located 

between the Sanctuary, Wesley Hall, and Kingswood Buildings.  The work was 

made possible by a gift from Rens Swan in loving memory of his wife, Jane, long 

time members of Covenant.  The project included expanding the number of 

spaces available for interments, construction of new garden walls, a new 

sidewalk arrangement, and an etching on the glass doors leading out to the Garden from Kingswood 

indicating “Memorial Garden.” A Consecration Service was held on All Saint’s Sunday, November 2nd. 
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CELEBRATING COVENANT’S 92ND ANNIVERSARY 

 

On Sunday, November 23rd, Covenant held a 92nd 

Anniversary celebration with the Rev. Russell 

Atkinson (son of Jim and Irene Atkinson) returning 

to his home church and preaching at both services.   

Following the 10:30 a.m. service, all were invited to 

attend a luncheon in Fellowship Hall.  

The 2014 “Gifts from the Heart” project was again a 

wonderful success.  A total of $1,885 was distributed to 

ASP ($447), Life Center ($468), Nutrition Promotion 

Consultancy in Nepal ($501), and Loaves & Fishes Food 

Pantry ($469). 
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2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Souper Bowl of Caring Team thanked the 

members and friends of Covenant who donated 

2031 cans of food and $1,778 to the Loaves & 

Fishes Pantry. 

A Ministry Grant Fund was established 

which was designed to stimulate 

creativity.  The fund offered a chance for 

members of the congregation to propose 

new ministries that were keeping with 

the mission and vision of the church and 

which were designed to open new 

opportunities for ministry and mission. 

CARIBBEAN NIGHTS 

April 18, 2015 

Covenant’s 4th Annual Dinner and Auction was 

a huge success thanks to 98 guests who shared 

the evening with good company, good food and 

lots of spirited bidding.  Just under $12,000 

(before expenses) was donated to support the 

mission and ministries of Covenant. 
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TROOP 512 

Boy Scout Troop 512 meets in 

Fellowship Hall on Monday nights.  This 

troop is one of two troops in Springfield 

and the largest troop in the area, having 

been in existence for over 50 years.  58 

Scouts and 34 registered adult leaders 

comprise the troop.  

PRAYER MINISTRY 

The Prayer Chain Ministry has 

recently been strengthened with the 

addition of new prayer warriors and 

the option to send and receive prayer 

requests by email.  Lee Windle and 

Barb Cadge headed up this ministry. 
SPECIAL SEPTEMBER SUNDAY SERVICES 

September 6th – a new schedule began which 

moved the early service to 8:15am and the later 

service to 10:45am 

September 13th – Special thanks and recognition 

was given to the Springfield Fire Company, and a 

Rally Day breakfast during the Sunday School 

hour was held. 

September 20th – Sunday School teachers and 

Nursery School Staff were commissioned. 

September 27 – Bible Sunday was celebrated by 

providing a copy of the Bible to first grade 

students. 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 

Covenant United Methodist Men’s Breakfast met for their monthly meeting and program on Saturday, 
September 12th.  Eric Hofberg gave a talk and demonstration on model airplanes.  Mark Hagenbuch 

prepared the breakfast. 
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CHILDREN OF CHERNOBYL 

Hand in Hand, Children of Chernobyl, brings children from the contaminated region 

of Belarus to the US every summer to help them with various medical conditions.  

Shoes were collected in November in an effort to fundraise money to help bring 

more children to the US next summer.  Shoes were going to an organization that 

pays us for them.  
 

 

SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 

Sunday, December 13th, 10:45 a.m. Service 

 

This service featured the Chancel Choir 

with guest instrumentalists Janet Witman 

(harp) and Susan Ritter (oboe).  Anthems 

and carol arrangements by Craig 

Courtney, Neil Harmon and Stephen 

Paulus were sung.   
 

CHRISTMAS EVE MUSICAL 

 

At the 7 p.m. service, the 

Children’s Choir and 
adults presented the 

musical, Shobi Shares a 

Christmas Miracle. 

 

 

Nursery School Class 

CROP WALK 

On Sunday, October 11th, 26 

members and friends of Covenant 

participated in the Swarthmore-

Wallingford CROP WALK to fight 

hunger around the world.  There was 

a significant increase in the number 

of walkers this year and thanks to 

the support of Covenant, they were 

able to raise almost $2,200 for 

Church World Service. 
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2016 

 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

 

United Methodist Women began in 1869 as the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society to send a 
doctor and an educator to India to aid the women and children affected negatively by cultural 

and societal practices of the day.  Now, more than 146 years later, this group has evolved into 

the United Methodist Women with primary focus to improve the lives of disadvantage women, 

youth and children, both locally and globally, by supporting programs which work with this 

segment of the population who are affected by such issues as immigration and refugee status, 

illiteracy and poverty, among many others.  Circles are small groups within the local church that 

meet to carry out the mission of UMW. 

 

The Elizabeth Circle, formed in 1987, consisted of 23 women from Covenant who met every 

month.  They have been involved in helping domestic abuse victims, making and sending birthing 

kits for third world countries, adopting an underprivileged school in Philadelphia supplying them 

with needed paper and school supplies and holding a book drive where members of the 

congregation donated books for the children in this school.  For the past two years, the Elizabeth 

Circle cooked, served and cleaned up for many Keenager Dinners. 

 

The Joanna and Esther Circles joined together last year and met once each month.  They shared 

a time of fellowship and opened each meeting with a devotion.  All are members of the prayer 

chain.  They have contributed to the Heifer project and made 20 gift bags for the folks at Harlee 

Manor. In December they took boxes of small useful items to former members of the circle who 

could no longer come to meetings. 

 

Saturday Sisters was a new circle meeting on one Saturday each month for fellowship and 

sustenance and to grow their faith.   

 

NEW STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

After thoughtful consideration, the Vision Team selected the words “Changing 
Lives with Jesus” to encapsulate what we believe God is calling our church to 

be and do.   

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING 

The Souper Bowl of Caring Team thanked the members and friends of Covenant who 

donated 1835 cans of soup and $1,981 to the Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry.  The 

community wide weekend food drive resulted in donations of cash and food totaling 

35,316 units which was the best that had been done, 26% more than the previous year. 
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ADULT EDUCATION COURSE 

Rabbi Shelly Barnathan discussed the 

scriptural basis, history, and insights 

from her own family’s traditions.  This 
was part of a short course around 

Rabbi Evan Moffic’s Book,” Passover:   
What Every Christian Needs to 

Know.” Rabbi Barnathan returned 
another Sunday to discuss the 

importance of storytelling, singing, 

and praising during the Passover 

celebration. 

The Staff Parish Relations Team 

announced that effective April 15th, 

Rob Mannix was released early from 

his duties as Director of Children and 

Family Ministries so that he could 

begin his next journey in ministry.   
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______________________________________________________________________________

The Board of Trustees reported that the fund-raising appeal to replace 

the 30-year-old roof on the Kingswood Building was successfully 

completed.  The goal was to raise $60,000 by Palm Sunday.  Through 

the generosity of Covenant’s faithful, $67,840.19 was raised in just 
under 8 weeks.  The entire cost of the new roof was paid and enough 

money was left over to cover the cost of repainting the spire that sits 

atop the building. 
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On behalf of Bishop Peggy Johnson, Covenant United Methodist Church 

announced the appointment of Rev. Kevin M. Rutledge (2016-2022) to the 

position of Associate Pastor effective July 1, 2016.  Rev. Rutledge graduated 

from Elizabethtown College with a degree in psychology and religious 

studies, and from Vanderbilt Divinity School.  

 

COMMUNION SUPPORT TEAM 

Team members, Fran Ancone (Leader), 

Sherryl Feliciani, Lois Hodge, Karen 

Maher, Patti Owens, and Barb 

Trakimas, prepare the elements on 

Saturday before each month’s first 
Sunday communion.  After the service, 

they clean up and store the 

communion trays for the next service. 

Covenant also had a ministry called 

EXTENDING THE TABLE which had been created if health concerns, mobility challenges or Sunday 

work commitments forced a member to miss communion on Sunday morning.  A team of 

members – Rich Pacitti, Mark Hagenbuch, Martha Murphy and Karen Kampmeyer-Mannix - were 

trained and commissioned to this ministry. 

Rev. Rutledge 

SANCTUARY DECORATING TEAM 

This team arranges Advent and Christmas 

decorations, including wreaths, candles, and the 

lovely setting of poinsettias.  In addition, they 

design arrangements for Thanksgiving Sunday, Palm 

Sunday, and special floral arrays for other 

occasions. Beth Folkomer (head), John and Linda 

Lesher, Isabelle Bingaman, Katie Singley, Jerry and 

Joanne Hohenstein make up the Decorating Team.  

Every week, either the Leshers or Beth select 

flowers to create one or more arrangements for the 

altar on Sundays.  Also, the team changes the 

paraments on the pulpit, lectern and altar according 

to the church seasons.   

BUILDING TEAM 

The Covenant Building Team was made up of nine 

members of the congregation with the shared 

mission to improve the condition of the campus by 

focusing on areas of importance previously 

investigated by the Board of Trustees.  The Team 

met for the third time this year and continued their 

discussions on topics such as campus accessibility, 

Nursery School improvements, technology, 

research, and making a priority list. 

SUNDAY NIGHT LIVELINESS 

30 to 40 youth and adults from 

Covenant, First Presbyterian, and 

the Church of the Redeemer 

gathered together at First 

Presbyterian to try out a new 

community youth social 

gathering.  They enjoyed 

fellowship, good food and drinks 

and played all sorts of games.   
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BLESSING BAGS FOR THE LIFE CENTER 

The Outreach Team asked the congregation to 

help gather supplies for and make 120+ Blessing 

Bags for the Life Center. On Friday, August 12th, 

Covenant Church provided meals and lunches to 

120 people.  At a future dinner they would like 

to provide each person with a Blessing Bag.  

Items to be donated included toiletries, bottled 

water, bag of quarters for washing clothes at the 

laundromat, hand warmers, baby wipes, etc. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

The Children’s Sunday School was busy learning 

stories from the Old Testament and seeing how 

God has worked in the past.  The Middle School 

and High School Youth programs, due to 

numbers, were combined.  The curriculum that 

was introduced taught the basic concepts of 

Christian faith in 3-week units.  Sunday School 

teachers included Liza Stagliano, Dave Petz, Greg 

Corner, Rebecca Rutledge, and Wendy Munce. 

 

 

 

Lori Henning who was a Part Time 

Administrative Assistant in the Church Office 

since 2013 tendered her resignation as she 

was offered a teaching position at Auburn 

University in Alabama after defending her 

doctoral dissertation. 

Paula Lawley was welcomed to Covenant as 

Part Time Administrative Assistant replacing 

Lori Henning.  She joined the staff with many 

years of administrative experience in the 

insurance industry. 

ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Thanks to the Adult Education Team 

comprised of Gail Hodge, Patti Owens, 

Ted Gail, Beth Folkomer, Keith Bratz 

(Wired Word), Jim Batchelor (Leader 

Emeritus), and Pastor Jim, who review 

materials, plan and promote courses 

and help to teach and lead discussions, 

classes are held on Sunday, Tuesday 

morning and Thursday evening. 
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The 2016 “GIFTS FROM THE HEART” project was a wonderful success.  Thanks to the generosity 

of Covenant members, a total of $2,323 was distributed to Appalachia Service Project ($380), Life 

Center of Eastern Delaware County ($446), Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry ($446), Nutrition 

Promotion Consultancy in Nepal ($586), and Mpasa Congo Pediatric Clinic ($465). 

Dick Heintz, Covenant’s longest serving usher recently retired after 40 years of service, 25 as 
Head Usher.  The current USHERING TEAM included Ed Ranalli (Head), Gale Ranalli, Bev Friel, Jim 

Hamill, Jim Smith, Gail Hodge, Mark Hodges, Sherman Roberts, Glenn Bowman, Kathy Atkinson, 

Steve Gluck, Dan Munce, Tim Folkomer, Jennifer Canella, Aaron Hill, and Joe Organtini. Their 

responsibilities included distributing the bulletins, counting attendance, collecting the offering, 

helping with Communion, and being prepared to contact paramedics in emergencies.  
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BOY SCOUT TROOP 512 

On Sunday, February 12th, the scouts and 

leaders participated in the 10:45 a.m. 

worship service.  Scouts read the scripture, 

passed the offering plates, and provided an 

amazing assortment of treats during 

fellowship time.  Troop 512 is a very large 

and active troop, with 63 scouts on the rolls 

and 33 adult leaders, the largest in the 

area.  As their fund-raising last fall was 

successful, the troop presented Covenant 

with a check for $512. 

The SOUPER BOWL OF CARING 

TEAM reported that 1581 cans of 

food and $3,159 in cash was 

collected and donated to the Loaves 

& Fishes Food Pantry. 
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 LONG TIME MEMBERS 

The members are listed in order in which 

they professed their faith.  Alice Faries 

became a member in 1928, 89 years ago! 

Howard Helvey Directing the Chancel Choir 

Sunday School 

REPORT ON COVENANT’S ANNUAL DINNER & AUCTION 

On April 29th, 100 people spent an evening celebrating 

the history, culture and food of Philadelphia.  The team 

was pleased to announce that after expenses, the 6th 

Annual Covenant Dinner and Auction raised over 

$11,000 to support the church’s ministries and 
missions.  Committee members were:  Mary Ann 

Galloway, Peg Hofberg, Ruth Nikish, Robin Moore, 

Barbara Kenney, Barbara Cadge, Alex Cole, Tim 

Folkomer and Dick Heintz (auctioneer). 



1922 – 2022 

Abridged History 

24 

 

 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

July 10 – 14 

Covenant was transformed into a hero’s central 
command.  Some adults dressed up like super 

heroes and the children learned God’s “Hero 
Code” (HEART, COURAGE, WISDOM, HOPE AND 

POWER). Thirty-two youth and adult volunteers 

came together to teach 70 children what it 

means to be God’s Heroes.   
 

 

YOUTH CHOIR 
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COVENANT UPDATE 

Every Thursday, Covenant’s Digital Ministry Team sends the Covenant Update to highlight some 

Sunday bulletin and Caller articles and to remind members of current and planned activities.  

With the Covenant Caller being mailed once a month, a brief emailed weekly newsletter is a good 

way to stay in touch.  

 

COVENANT FOR THE FUTURE COMMITMENT SUNDAY 

As of December, it was announced that $543,900 had been pledged. 

 

COOPERATIVE MINISTRY 

Covenant and C.C. Hancock had been working together on a number of fronts.  Covenant 

supported Hancock in the celebration of their 60th Anniversary, held joint picnics, celebrated the 

appointment of Brenda Del Rosario as Associate Pastor at Hancock, and engaged in pulpit 

exchanges between associate pastors. 
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MUSIC NOTES FOR THE SEASON 

 

On Sunday, December 17th at the 10:45 a.m. 

service a “Festival of Lessons and Carols” 
service featured the Chancel Choir with guest 

instrumentalist, Michael Simmons, on guitar. 

 

On Christmas Eve at 7:00 p.m. the Children’s 
Choir presented the musical “Light of the 
World” by Mark Paterson. 

 

 

2018 

 

STRONGER TOGETHER 

For the past year, Covenant reached out to neighboring churches.  Pastor Kevin worked with 

Clifton Heights UMC, Drexel Hill UMC, and Union Memorial UMC in Darby to create a new 

confirmation experience for 6th and 7th graders.  Covenant also worked closely with C. C. Hancock 

UMC and held a joint Ash Wednesday service at both churches. 

 

NEW YOUTH PROGRAM ANNOUNCED 

The Sunday Night Liveliness program was replaced with a movie night called REEL LIFE.  Youth 

met at the church on the second Sunday of the month at 5 p.m., have dinner, watch a movie and 

dive into what that movie was saying about the people, the world, and anything else. 

 

PRESCHOOL NEWS 

Dawn Hanrahan (CNS/CMO Director) announced that February would be a busy month in the 

Epworth Building. Covenant Nursery School had Super Bowl and Valentine parties planned, visit 

from Pastor Kevin, music class, Donuts with Dad, and speech evaluations.  Children’s Morning 
Out had music class, a Super bowl party and Valentine parties planned.   

 

Breakfast with Santa 

CHURCH OFFICE CHANGES 

Paula Lawley (2016-2017) was approached by a former employer who offered her a full-time 

job, and she subsequently tendered her resignation.  It was announced that Rosemarie Gluck 

(Roe) (2017-present) joined the staff on November 10th.  Roe has been an aide, and more 

recently, a teacher in the Covenant Nursery School.  She will continue with CNS and work at 

varying hours in the Church office. 
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Nursery School Kids on a snowy day 

PICNIC IN THE PARK WITH MOM 

On Saturday, May 5th, Covenant opened its doors to the community for a breakfast and program 

honoring Mom.  The theme was “Picnic in the Park” and featured crafts for the kids, a quartet 
singing old favorites, great food and some surprise antics.  

HUMAN SEXUALITY AND THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

A 4-week Adult Education short course titled “Living faithfully:  Human Sexuality and the 
United Methodist Church” was offered.  The course was designed to help understand the 

shape of the debate about homosexuality and same gender marriage for the present and 

future.  Pastor Amy Emmett-Rardin, a trained spiritual director/retreat facilitator and former 

Pastor of Family Ministries at Covenant was the facilitator.   

MID WEEK STUDY GROUPS 

Covenant continued to offer two ongoing small group studies.  The first group met on 

Tuesday mornings at 10:00, and read through the book “Blessed are the Misfits” by Brant 
Hansen.  The book described how Brant struggled to fit in with the stereotypical model of 

Christianity. 

The evening group met on Thursday evenings beginning with a shared dinner at 6:30. After 

the meal, the kids joined a group they called “the Sparkle Party” in the Epworth Building 
where were led by Khadijah Dixon.  The adults then turned to a study of some aspect of 

faith. 
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The Auction raised over $11,300 after expenses to 

support Covenant’s ministries and missions. 
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As of July 1st, Covenant and C. C. Hancock 

began sharing pastoral staff, a newsletter, and 

the payroll for both churches (a two-point 

charge).  Pastor Kevin 

became Campus Pastor 

at Hancock offering a 

new Sunday service 

which was a blend 

between worship and a 

small group.  Covenant 

continued to offer the 

traditional service.  It was intended that by 

working together the use of the resources of 

both churches could be strengthened.   

Hancock’s pastor, Rev. Janet Hess became 

Associate Pastor of Visitation for C.C. Hancock 

and Covenant. 

Rev. Hess 



1922 – 2022 

Abridged History 

31 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

July 16th- July 20th 

“ROLLING RIVER RAMPAGE” 

 

 

CAMP FIRE CHURCH 

Covenant and C.C. Hancock Churches launched an outdoor worship service called 

Camp Fire Church on Sundays from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. on the grounds of C. C. 

Hancock.   With a skilled guitarist and vocalist, a conversational preaching time, and 

an invitation to the communion table, this was a time of worship where all were 

welcome, especially those who were not necessarily interested in the forms of 

worship that either church currently offered. 
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BUILDING PROJECT PASSES 

On Sunday, November 11th, Covenant members gathered for a Church Conference to vote on the 

building project that was put on hold earlier this year.  After many long months of research and 

planning, the project received an overwhelming majority vote in favor of moving forward.    The 

AT&T lease helps to pay the loan for the Kingswood/Epworth building improvement project.   

The building designer, WJK & Associates was working to finalize the designs to bring them to the 

Township along with Covenant’s owner’s rep, Owner’s Rep. Inc. for permit approval.   

 

 

HOPE’S BRIGHT DAWNING 

A Service of readings and carols 

Sunday, December 9, 10:45 a.m. 

 

A morning of music and celebration as the 

Chancel Choir presented imaginative and 

inspiring carol arrangements with flute (Sara 

Barthol), oboe (Jacqui Hickey Rothera), 

percussion (Colleen Hagenbuch), and 4-hand 

piano accompaniment (Sarah Batchelor and Pam 

Corner). 

AT&T RENTS SPACE 

For many years Covenant’s Board of Trustees worked with AT&T regarding a rental space to install a 

cell tower inside the steeple atop the Kingswood Building.  As part of the project, AT&T would build 

a new steeple and rebuild the concrete steps leading to the basement workroom where they also will 

rent space for their equipment.  

MISSION TRIP TO MEXICO 

In 13 of the last 15 years, Pastor Janet Hess has gone on mission trips to the Caribbean 

with Discovery Service Projects.  Over the years she and others worked in Honduras, 

Mexico and Costa Rica building churches, hurricane shelters, clinics, schools, home, and 

Sunday School wings.  In February, Pastor Janet and three others from our congregations 

journeyed to the Yucatan Peninsula, Mexico, to build a church for an established 

congregation in Getsamani.   
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2019 

AT&T Cell Tower 

On a Saturday morning in March, AT&T removed the old 

steeple from the Kingwood Building and installed 

support structures to hold the new cell tower.  The new 

steeple is 12 ft. taller than the old one and much bulkier, 

as it will hold the cell tower’s electronics and must be 
large enough to accommodate a technician when needed. The $3,600/month rent 

will be used to pay the loan that Covenant plans to use to complete the building 

improvements to the Kingswood and Epworth Buildings.   

PASTOR JANET ANNOUNCES HER RETIREMENT 

After 36 years of serving in appointive ministry, the Rev. Janet K. Hess announced she would 

be re-retiring at the end of the conference year.  She first retired in 2005, but soon answered 

the Bishop’s call to serve the CC Hancock Church.  Now, after 14 years of service at Hancock 
(one of which was split with Covenant), she decided the time was right to again retire.   

 

After 25 years of faithful service as Covenant’s Data Management Coordinator, Barb Cadge retired 

on March 28th. A reception in her honor was held following the March 24th 10:45 a.m. worship service. 

Abby Rosenthal was hired as Accounting Coordinator.  She began her employment in mid-March, 

training with Barb Cadge.   

The 2018 “GIFTS FROM THE HEART” was a pleasing success.  A total 

of $1,680 was distributed to these mission ministries:  Appalachia 

Service Project, Life Center of Eastern Delaware County, Nutrition 

Promotion Consultancy Service in Nepal, Loaves & Fishes Food 

Pantry, and Mpasa Congo Pediatric Clinic. 
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SOUPER BOWL OF CARING 

Covenant delivered 1,106 food items and $1,983 in cash to the Loaves and Fishes 

Food Pantry in Prospect Park.  The community-wide Delco Super Bowl of Caring 

drive resulted in 36,034 units of food and cash, the best that was ever done! 

BUILDING PROJECT UPDATE 

On Monday, March 18th, construction 

inside and outside the church began 

in earnest.  A temporary wall was 

installed to keep the church safe and 

clean, while outside demolition and 

excavation was in full swing.  The 

following week footers were dug and 

poured so that the steel frame for the 

elevator tower could begin.   

 

FAREWELL TO PASTOR JIM 

It was announced in February 

that Bishop Peggy Johnson would appoint Rev. James D. Anderman as Senior Pastor 

of First United Methodist Church in Palmyra, Lebanon County, PA effective July 1, 

2019.  A reception luncheon honoring Pastor Jim was held on June 2nd following the 

second service. 

C.C. HANCOCK CLOSES 

At a church conference held 

on March 10th, members of 

C.C. Hancock voted for 

church closure after 63 

years of Ministry and 

Mission. A closing service 

and lunch were held at 

Hancock on Sunday, April 

28th.   
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Bishop Peggy Johnson announced the appointment of Reverend 

Mark Terry (2019-present) as Covenant’s next Senior Pastor.  Pastor 
Terry came to Covenant after completing 10 years as pastor at 

Oxford UMC and before that was pastor of Mount Carmel UMC in 

St. Peter’s Village while attending Lancaster Theological Seminary.   

 

 

 

4th of JULY 

  As has been done for 

years, Covenant 

served as a hospitality 

center during the 

parade by offering 

lemonade and 

opening Wesley Hall 

as a place for parade 

goers to pause for a 

moment in       an air- 

conditioned space or 

use the rest rooms. 

 

 

 

Rev. Terry 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

“To Mars and Beyond” 
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Covenant’s Missionaries to Nepal, Dr. 

Mark Zimmerman, his wife Deirdre, and 

their sons, Zachary and Benjamin, joined 

in worship at both services on Sunday 

morning, July 28th.  

 

FIFTH SUNDAYS 

AT COVENANT 

Whenever there 

was a 5th Sunday in the month, a brunch 

during the time between the two services 

was started. The hope was that many in 

the congregation could spend time with 

and get to know the people in the “other 
service.”  

A Lazy Family Day Tubing Down the Brandywine 
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ANNOUNCEMENT FROM 

PASTOR KEVIN 

Pastor Kevin announced he 

decided to accept a full-time 

position for a company named 

BEMA Technologies who 

provides consulting and 

support for churches who use 

Rock Church Management 

Solution.  Therefore, he would 

no longer be appointed full-

time at Covenant but instead 

would serve at Covenant one-

quarter time focusing on Youth 

Ministry. 

 

HARVEST HOME RETURNS 

The Harvest Home Food Collection took 

place on Sunday, 

November 17th.  35 

boxes of food were 

delivered to Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry 

which amounted to 519.1 total pounds 

of food.  Also, $715 was donated to help 

purchase additional food items as 

needed. 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

A fun evening was hosted by Covenant’s 
United Methodist Women on December 

10th at 6 p.m.  Dinner was provided 

followed by “Wise Women in the 
Wings”, a devotion led by Pastor Janet 
Hess, along with Christmas carols and 

songs. 

 

 

RALLY DAY SEPTEMBER 2019 

Nursery School (Ginger Bread Thursday) 
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BUILDING PROJECT UPDATE 

 

RAKE AND RUN 

Six Covenant youth were on a 

mission to rake and collect leaves 

around Springfield raking the 

lawns of church members and 

their neighbors.    They completed 

five yards but ran out of time 

before they could finish the last 

one.   

New Wheelchair Accessible Entrance New ADA Entrance and stone veneer on 

elevator tower 

Inside new lobby and entrance 



1922 – 2022 

Abridged History 

39 

 

2020 

The 2019 “Gifts from the Heart” project was a wonderful success.  Thanks to the generosity of 
Covenant, a total of $1,920 was distributed to:  Appalachia Service Project, Life Center of Eastern 

Delaware County, Nutrition Promotion Consultancy Service in Nepal, Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry 

in Prospect Park, and the South District Mission Project:  Abundant Life Locally and Globally.” 

In January, Covenant youth attended a 

Youth Rally 2020 in Ocean City, 

Maryland.  Youth Rally was a gathering of 

3,500-4,000 youth and youth workers 

from Friday night to Sunday afternoon.  

The year’s theme was “Inseparable” and 
the theme’s verse was Romans 8:38-39.  

In this verse, Paul wrote: “For I am 

convinced that neither death nor life, 

neither angels nor demons, neither the 

present nor the future, nor any powers, 

neither height nor depth, nor anything 

else in all creation, will be able to 

separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  There were bands like Zealand 

Worship Band (The worship band for the week end), Citizens Way, and Seth and Nirva.  Mixed 

into the music were powerful speakers which resonated with the youth.  

 

 

UNITED OR UNTIED:  WHAT IS THE FUTURE OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH? 

Based on the vote at last year’s special General Conference of the United Methodist Church 

which focused on human sexuality and LBGTQ issues, there was an increased discussion 

about the future of the United Methodist Church.  Would the 2020 General Conference bring 

more clarity, or might the United Methodist Church be on the verge of major changes in how 

it is structured and how it operates? 

Covenant held a session to help members and friends understand some of the many 

proposals the 2020 General Conference would consider and the process required for 

approval.  The session was held on Sunday, February 2nd at 9:15 a.m. in room 2-3 of the 

Kingwood Building.  At this question-and-answer discussion, two of the delegates to the 2020 

General Conference:  Rev. Dawn Taylor-Storm, District Superintendent, and Krystl Johnson, 

were there to provide a better understand of the proposals that impact all of us.  
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BUILDING PROJECT COMPLETION 

 

 

COVENANT UNVEILS ITS NEW VISUAL IDENTITY 

The dove with an olive branch symbolizes hope.  In the Old 

Testament, the dove’s appearance is followed by God’s Covenant with his people, a Covenant 
and hope that are exemplified in the New Testament by God sending his only Son – a Son who 

can change lives.  It is this symbolism, as well as the connection to the dove in Covenant’s rose 
window, that led the Communication Renovation Team and the Planning and Policy Team (PPT) 

to accept and introduce this logo as an integral part of Covenant’s new visual identity. 

NEWS FROM THE NURSERY SCHOOL 

Over last year’s holiday season, the children and staff of CNS/CMO collected 154 pajamas for the 
Scholastic Pajama Program.  This program gives a pair of pajamas and a new book to help children 

enjoy the benefit of a loving bedtime and peaceful goodnight. 

ELEVATOR 

WHEEL CHAIR ACCESSIBLE ENTRANCE REFURBISHED WALL BEHIND MEMORIAL GARDEN 

FELLOWSHIP HALL 
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AND THEN THERE WAS COVID………………. 
● The Church Office closed, though voicemails were being monitored,  

● Worship was held on-line not in-person:    No choir, no funerals, no weddings, no 

baptisms, no in-person Bible studies,  

● Later postings of Sunday services were found on YouTube,  

● Pastor Mark shared a message each morning on the church Facebook page and other 

updates were found there as well, 

● Pastor Mark set up a “room” at GoToMeeting so any meetings which were needed could 

be done via video conference, 

● Pastor Mark met with any kids at 10 a.m. Monday through Friday via a Zoom call, 

● The yearly Appalachian Service Project was suspended until August 2020, 

● The popular Covenant Dinner/Auction canceled. 

● Vacation Bible School canceled. 

● Covenant Nursery School closed 

WHAT DID WE DO…………….. 
Three teams were formed to address the church’s response to the new reality we were living in. 

1. Health and Safety Task Force to work on policies and procedures for the safe use of the 

buildings as it gradually reopens. 

2. Loan Surplus Task Force to decide the wisest and most generous use of the surplus funds 

from the government loan that did not need to be paid back.  Covenant applied for and 

received $92,300 from the Paycheck Protection Program, the loan program created by 

the Federal Government which helps small business and churches keep their employees 

paid during this unprecedented time.  This money helped pay our Nursery School staff 

through the end of their school year and helped pay church staff and our utilities through 

the middle of July.   

3. Worship Task Force to work on the worship service which will evolve both in person and 

online as things start to open up. 

An Outdoor Communion Service was started on July 15th in the church parking lot which was 

offered at 6 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.  People gathered in a safely spaced circle in the upper lot by the 

playground for prayer and Communion. 

ASP Took a Detour:  Since the summer mission trip to Appalachia was canceled, the group looked 

for other local single day mission projects, coronavirus conditions permitting.  Good Neighbors 



1922 – 2022 

Abridged History 

43 

 

Home Repair is a faith-based organization servicing Chester County, PA and northern New Castle, 

Delaware.  On July 9th, Covenant’s first Mini Mission Day was held for a homeowner in New Castle 

County.  A crew of 10 accomplished removing an old roof and started the installation.  A few 

weeks later they returned to finish the new roof.   

Music 

  Singers, instrumentalists, and 

ringers individually recorded 

anthems for the streamed 

services. In November, our 

ever-resourceful Music and Bell 

Choir Directors, procured 

software to enable the choir to 

make a virtual anthem for 

Christmas Eve.  Each choir 

member traveled to the church 

at scheduled times to be 

videotaped and recorded.  

Wearing headsets, choir 

members sang a “Solo” to the 
music.  Kirk Schneider then had the arduous job of putting it all together with violin and piano 

accompaniment.  The choir sang “Immanuel” by Benjamin Knoedler and text by Garrett Paul 

Martin.  Ben Weaver (Violin) accompanied the choir. 

Helping Others 

With money available from the John Barranger gift to Covenant and in support of food banks 

which Covenant regularly supports facing overwhelming need, Covenant sent along blessings to 

Loaves & Fishes and St. Mark’s Food pantries totaling $3,000.   

The traditional “Harvest Home” food collection also continued with a plea for money rather than 

food collection which resulted in $2,700 given to Loaves & Fishes to provide a Thanksgiving meal 

for those in need.   

Once again, Covenant offered the opportunity for persons to make a donation in the Gifts from 

the Heart Program.  When a donation was made to the selected outreach ministries, a card was 

mailed to the donee so it could be personalized and sent to inform the recipient a gift had been 

given in their honor.   $3,155 was distributed to the following ministries: Appalachia Service 

Project, Life Center of Eastern Delaware County, Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry, Eastern 

Pennsylvania Conference Camp & Retreat Ministry, and Nutrition Promotion Consultancy Service 

in Nepal. 
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With an idea from Dawn Hanrahan and 

in-person services still in question, for a 

donation of $5.00 per dedication a bulb 

was added to a Christmas tree in the 

doorway of Wesley Hall on Saxer 

Avenue in memory, honor, or gratitude. 

The tree was lit on the first Sunday of 

Advent and culminated on Christmas 

Eve. All donations benefitted CASA 

Youth Advocates of Delaware and 

Chester Counties.  

Covenant’s White Tag Tree went virtual. Toys were requested for girls and boys at the Eliza Shirley 

Shelter in Philadelphia, refugee children who were served by Nationalities Service Center in 

Philadelphia and the Bridge to Recover group in Delaware County.  Gifts were to be shipped 

directly to the facilities.   

AS WE STARTED TO RECOVER……… 

● In October, a Red Cross Blood Drive was held at Covenant with 23 units of blood donated 

which benefitted 65 patients in the metropolitan Philadelphia area.  

● Covenant Preschool and Children’s Morning Out were preparing to open in October.  

● ASP was finally able to host volunteers by September.  Not wanting to ruin Covenant’s 
successive record of sending a team to Appalachia for almost 40 years, Lori and Greg 

Corner headed down to Unicoi County, Tennessee in October to do what the team usually 

does – make homes warmer, safer, and drier and bring the love of Christ to others.   

● In December, Covenant delivered a home cooked dinner to be served at the Life Center 

in Upper Darby. 

2021 

Based on the statistics in Delaware County and guidance from the State Department of Health, 

the CDC and our bishop, Covenant’s Health and Safety Task Force agreed that it was not advisable 

to consider opening for worship at this time. 

The Delco Super Bowl of Caring was especially needed as hunger in local communities and around 

that nation was higher than ever due to the Covid-19 pandemic.  Canned and non-perishable 

food items were dropped off at the entrance to Wesley Hall.  Financial donations were made on 

line or by sending a check to the church.  869 non-perishable food items were collected along 

with $3,140 in cash at Covenant.  All of these donations went to the Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry 

in Prospect Park.   



1922 – 2022 

Abridged History 

45 

 

The congregation, in 

February, was challenged 

to write a letter of 

encouragement to a 

person in Chester’s state 
prison.  

Covenant delivered a 

home cooked dinner to be 

served at The Life Center 

in Upper Darby in 

February.  

The virtual worship 

service on May 16, 2021 

included the choir singing 

You Do Not Walk Alone 

written by Elaine Hagenberg.  A significant 

number of singers joined the Chancel Choir 

for this project including some young folks 

and some former choir members for a total of 

over 30 voices.  It was not known when the 

choir would be able to return in person based 

on current COVID statistics. 
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Since worship was not held 

in the Sanctuary during 

COVID, in lieu of fresh 

flowers, the congregation 

was asked to make a 

monetary donation in 

memory or in honor of 

loved ones.  Dedications 

were acknowledged on the 

screen during the online 

church services on Sunday 

mornings.  

Because of the demands 

of Pastor Kevin 

Rutledge’s full-time job 

and the commitments he 

wanted to keep with his 

family, he decided that 

he could not meet the 

expectations he had for 

himself as youth pastor, 

so he resigned that 

position but continued to 

help to train people on 

worship technology  

IN PERSON CHURCH RETURNS 

After almost 12 months, on Sunday, May 23, 2021, the 

church re-opened on a limited basis for one in-person 

service on Sunday mornings at 9:15 am.  Seating was limited 

to about 70 people and reservations were required.  Masks 

were required for all, temperatures were taken, screening 

questions asked, and entrance was by three specific doors.  

At the conclusion of the service, everyone was asked to 

leave right away and not socialize. 

The 9:15 a.m. service was replayed online at 10:45 a.m. 

where members could use the “chat room” to add 
comments.   
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The Wednesday evening book study group was reading Bishop Sally Dyck’s “Hopeful Earth” which 
focused on the Christian response and responsibility to the environment.  The new Covenant 

Conversations discussion series in May focused on food waste, composting and zero waste 

grocery shopping.  This presentation was held on-line. 

ASP CELEBRATES 40 YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICE 

The ASP team returned to Jonesville, Lee County, Virginia in July where they served in 2009.  With 

this summer’s mission trip, members of Covenant have been working with the Appalachian 
Service Project for 40 years.   

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

After a summer without Vacation Bible 

School, Covenant had the opportunity 

to partner with Shorter AME Church in 

Morton.  Shorter had a large grassy lot 

which made it possible for the kids to 

enjoy being together safely.  The 

program ran in the evening on August 

2nd through 6th. 

   

WORSHIP UPDATE 

After evaluating the latest information 

from the CDC, Covenant still required 

masks for worship and for people to be 

seated in a socially distant manner in 

church.  However, starting on July 25, 

people were welcomed to sing the 

hymns (with masks on).  ASP's CEO Walter Crouch stopped by to present the team with a 

certificate commemorating Covenant's 40 years of service with ASP 
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VOCAL CHOIRS RESUME 

After more than a year of waiting, Covenant’s Chancel and Children’s choirs resumed rehearsals 
in the fall with masks on for added safety.  The Chancel Choir’s first appearance at morning 

worship occurred on Sunday, September 12th.   

3D (Devotion, Design and Dine) 

At each gathering, there was a short devotion, a snack or mini-meal and a craft.  The first session 

was held on October 6th from 6-8 p.m. where a wire pumpkin was made.  Beth Folkomer was the 

3D Coordinator.  Future meetings were to be held once a month.   

On Friday, August 13, Covenant 

delivered dinner for 30 residents 

living at The Life Center in Upper 

Darby.  This included making a 

casserole, salad, buttered bread, 

brownie and a banana.  Bag 

lunches were also prepared for 

the next day.   

NEW SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE 

Beginning, September 12th, the Sunday after Labor Day, 

a new schedule for Sunday worship will be followed: 

9:15-10:00 a.m. – Sunday School for all ages 

10:15 a.m. – One Worship service, in-person and live-

streamed. 
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STAFFING UPDATE 

Eddie Williams was hired as Coordinator of Children and Youth Ministries.  In this position, Eddie 

led our youth group, facilitated the work of Sunday school, attended ASP team gatherings, 

coordinated VBS, developed quarterly family events, worked with the pastor on family 

programing for Christmas Eve and developed a pool of volunteers.  His full-time job was teaching 

second-grade at a Catholic Academy in Chester. 

As more people were trained on worship technology, Pastor Kevin turned his attention back to 

sharing his other gifts:  Preaching once a month and leading a small group study or a class of 

Financial Peace University.   

During the first week of November, the 

Covenant Appalachia Service Project team sent 

a crew to Jonesville Virginia to serve in ASP’s 
year-round program. The crew of volunteers 

Greg and Lori Corner, Rich Debany, Todd 

Gallagher, Tom Hiscott, Victoria Hiscott and 

Bryce Munce had the pleasure of spending 

three days with homeowners Lori and Norman 

who enthusiastically shared stories of life in the 

mountains on the border between Virginia and 

Kentucky. During those three days, this small 

but mighty crew removed a porch and 

fashioned a hardy new porch, stairs and ramp 

to make it easier and safer for Lori and Norman 

to come and go – and almost completed it. 

Along the way, they enjoyed lots of challenges, laughs, fun, and faith with prayers and a fried 

chicken lunch from Lori and Norman. 

WEDNESDAYS AT COVENANT 

● 3D Wednesday on the first Wednesday of the month at 6 p.m. 

● Worship Wednesday on the second Wednesday at 7 p.m. 

● Book Club Wednesday on the fourth Wednesday at 7 p.m. 

● Wellness Wednesday on the third Wednesday at 7 p.m.  Barbara Bunting-Loveday leads 

a class on Tai Chi. 

The Harvest Home Team reported that during the fall season, Covenant stepped up knowing that 

many neighbors were dealing with food insecurity.  250 food items and $1,165 cash donations were 

given to Loaves & Fishes and Shorter AME Church to provide Thanksgiving dinners and more to those 

in need. 
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COVENANT CONVERSATIONS RETURNS WITH SERIES ON SOCIAL JUSTICE 

 

DECEMBER 12TH – A VERY SPECIAL SUNDAY 

The Chancel Choir and Covenant Ringers, along with guest 

musician, violinist Ben Weaver, shared songs of the season with 

the congregation, alternating with a series of scripture readings 

telling not only the story of Christmas, but telling of who Jesus is. 

Also on this Sunday, after meeting with Pastor Mark since January, 

gaining a deeper understanding of what it means to be a follower 

of Jesus Christ and a part of His church, they were ready to confirm 

the vows made 

on their behalf by their parents at their 

baptisms. 

Mrs. Tallon's Nursery School Class 

HONORING THOSE WHO SERVED 

On the Sundays before and after Veterans Day, photos of those members, both retired and active, 

who served our Country, were displayed around the Sanctuary. 
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CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 

After a very quiet 2020, two in-person services were held on Christmas Eve. 

 7:00 p.m. – A Family Christmas Eve Service 

10:00 p.m. – A Traditional Christmas Eve Service with the Chancel and Bell Choirs joining 

in the celebration.  The service was concluded with candlelight symbolizing both the Light 

coming into the world and the light we are all called to be.  Masks were required for 

worship and seating was limited to every other pew. 

“GIFTS FROM THE HEART” 

Thanks to the generosity of Covenant this Christmas season, a total of $3,548 was distributed 

to these mission ministries:  Appalachia Service Project, CASA Youth Advocates of 

Delaware/Chester Counties; Life Center of Eastern Delaware County, Loaves & Fishes Food 

Pantry, and Nutrition for Urban communities, Nepal. 


